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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Stewardship Alive

Talent and Covenant Forms for 2008

Have you had a chance to get to the bottom layer of all the Christmas mail to locate the
parish packet containing the 2008 tale
engaged in our future through your parish commitment for 2008. It is our hope to

receive a talent and covenant form from every household of the parish.

If you have mislaid the forms, they can be picked up at the parish office, the
information desk in the gathering space, one of the kiosks, or by calling the parish
office. Your prayerful reflection and return of the forms helps Fr. Zehren, the parish
council, and the administration in the overall planning for our parish.

As stewards of God’s resources, thank
responded. The data entry for the talent forms is almost completed and you should be

hearing soon from the leaders of the ministries/organizations. Please call the

stewardship office (763.862.4346) if you volunteered and have not been contacted.

Living a life of gratitude



Web site www.epiphanymn.org

Parish office hours

The parish office is open Mondg
through Friday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday closed

Parish office/63.755.1020
School763.754.1750

Faith Formatioi63.862.4331
Fax763.862.4303

’ R eflections from the Pastor

Good People of Epiphany,

Does Lent seem early to you this year? It should. This year Easter will fall almost as early as it can

possibly be. Unlike Christmas, which always is celebrated on a fixed date, Easter is a movable Christian
holy day — that is, it fluctuates from year to year. The date for Easter is calculated as the first Sunday
after the first full moon of the vernal equinox.
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So yes, Lent is very early this year.
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I read on Wikipedia some interesting facts about the date for Easter:
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I also read someplace that an early always Lent negatively affects sales at Red Lobster. I can only
because
distracted by the Super Bowl. As a result, the first Friday or so of Lent passes unobserved.
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In the Western Church, Easter has not fallen on the earliest of the 35 possible dates, March 22,
since 1818, and will not do so again until 2285. It will, however, fall on March 23 in 2008, but
4 Will not do so again until 2160. Easter last fell on the latest possible date, April 25, in 1943 and
will next fall on that date in 2038. However, it will fall on April 24, just one day before this
latest possible date, in 2011. The cycle of Easter dates repeats after exactly 5,700,000 years,
with April 19 being the most common date, happening 220,400 times, or 3.9% compared to a
42 mean for all dates of 162,857 times, or 2.9%.

a

| agree that our Lenten days of penance intend that we restrain ourselves, not indulge ourselves. Even
s0, the tradition of abstaining from meat on Fridays of Lent is one that | would not want to abandon.
If nothing else, the precept makes us stop and think —and encourages us maybe to draw nourishment
from a source that is different than we are used to. That alone is a good spiritual discipline and lesson.

And even if giving up meat is not that much of a hardship, I like the fact that there is a penance that
all around
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But then you spot another Catholic in the crowd and you see that he or she has ordered a simple,
meatless dish. Suddenly, you are given new help. You are encouraged by the example of another. What
a difference it makes to know you are not alone. There is strength in solidarity —and before you know
S option

S

doing as a universal body — not just each individual choosing a penance that best suits him or her. It
a sense of

There are times when it can be a strain to give up meat on Fridays or Ash Wednesday. For instance,
safou might be at a get-together where everybody else is ordering pepperoni on their pizza or eating
At ti mes

SO

It is a good thing, during Lent, to try to overcome some of our individual weaknesses or faults. It is
important to have an inward focus — but it is even more important to learn to gaze outward. Seek
those things which help you to draw near to others. Consider ways to show support to someone else —

peopl e

penances become far less difficult —and even what may have seemed impossible suddenly is

During Lent, we can accomplish what otherwise might not seem possible —wh e n we’
together.
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U pcoming Events and Other News

Stations of the Cross Bake Sale

Please join us for Stations of the Cross each The Extended Day Program will hold their
Friday during Lent at 7 p.m. in the main 16t annual Valentine Bake Sale in the
church, Mass follows Stations. (Please note, meeting rooms after most Masses on

no Stations on March 14 and March 21.) February 9710. Each year as part of their

curriculum, a group of third through sixth
grade students from the Extended Day
Program volunteer to serve as committee
members and exercise their leadership
abilities in organizing such an event. Please
stop into the meeting rooms to support the
program, and to pick up a sweet treat, too!

Cana Dinner

The annual Cana Dinner will be held on

Sunday February 10. This will be a special
evening with Epipha
Father Reiser. The program starts with a
para-liturgy at 4 p.m., social time at 4:30, and
then a catered candlelight dinner at 5,

followed by our guest speaker, Father Reiser.  Attention All Epjphany Moms

The cost is $35 per couple and tickets can be  Looking for a play date for your kids? Want
purchased after Masses February2/3. to meet other Epiphany moms? Come learn
Candt Wait Till Spr about Queen of Angels! Th_is groupisa ,
We have an opportunity for you to fish now! greatr\]/vgylzp meet other Epiphany moms h
Epi phany School ' s Pgnc(:ijt e(;r4;:j§l,_nev(\j/borrf1onusp.Wergleett e
annual Epiphany Lenten Fish Fry. We are in tr? anhMt \llj\?s a)ﬁ ront1 eptember

need of volunteers to help with prep work, rougn fviay. Yve Witl meet again on

bake and fry, serve, and clean up. It is a February 12 in the Epiphany nursery. Stop

: in anytime between 10 a.m. and noon. The
\;VO:dg rful c? ;;p(zcrtlémrty 0 tmehet en ew tp e:)pge di children play or do a craft, while the moms
!

. . get to know one another. Questions about
hospitalityl to all 5 ofAngelsCall Jen at 763.754.989.

and

doors! This year's :

7 p.m. all Fridays of Lent, except Good Women of Epijphany Planning Meeting '
Friday. If you are able to help please watch All women are welcome to come and 30
for sign ups after all the Masses the weekend  brainstorm ideas for the 2008/2009 Women '

of February 2 and 3. of Epiphany events. Please join us on

Monday, February 4 at 7 p.m. in the hearth

Palm Sunday Procession
room. All are welcome.

Be a part of our Palm Sunday procession!
There will be a sign-up in the gathering space  Epiphany Single Adults in Fellowship
of the church beginning on Ash Wednesday;  All single adults are invited to join us for a
simply pick the Mass time that works best for ~ Hawaiian luau party at Mary's on Saturday

you. Families are encouraged to do this February 2, at 7 p.m. Come shake the winter
together. Please sign up and help signify the blues and hula the night away. New
triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. members are always welcome. For more
Hosanna! information about this group and for

directions please call Mary at 763.755.6747.

Attention Epiphany Alumni!
Mark your calendars for the Epiphany alumni reunion on May 31

We need memorabilia and photosfrom all graduating classes. If you have any to share,
please e-mail photos to Pam Moore at mooresoccer@msn.com, or drop them off at the
school or church offices, attention Pam Moore. Be sure to include your name and Epiphany
graduation year with all submissions. Pho
event. We are also asking for cash donati
the reunion. Please e-mail reunion@epiph
donation. Where are you now¥Ve need
www.epiphanyreunion.org to give us your
member of the parish. Watch the reunion
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h pa y of Recollection for Caregivers

S The Archdiocesan Outreach to Persons with
Disabilities invites all caregivers to the
annual Day of Recollection for Caregivers
n-On Saturday, February 16 from 9:30 am. —
r2:00 p.m. at St.
261 —8th Street E., St. Paul. Fr. Paul Jarvis
will be the speaker for the retreat. A
caregiver can be anyone who lives, works or
€ regularly visits persons with serious illnesses
S% or disabilities. This special event will include
the celebration of the Mass, prayer,
conferences and the sacrament of
reconciliation. The cost is $10 and includes
lunch. For more information or to register,
d please call 651.291.4543 or e-mail:

ir pazhus@archspm.org. Registration deadline
d is February 7.

i Baby Blanket Making!

sit The Women of Epiphany invite you to an
evening making baby blankets for Epiphany
Caring For Life. Join us on Friday, February
8, in the meeting rooms from 7-9 p.m.
(come after the Fish Fry!). We will be
making fleece tied blankets and donating

" them to Epiphany Caring for Life. Please
bring enough fleece to make a tied, baby-
sized blanket, a good sharp pair of scissors,
and a snack or sweets to share. If you cannot
t attend, but would like to help, you can drop
s. Off a donation of fleece fabric at the parish
office. If you have questions, please call
Jennifer at 763.422.1408.

0_; Help for Hurting Marriages

Twin Cities Retrouvaille offers a monthly
program consisting of a weekend and several
nc follow-up sessions. Retrouvaille helps
a couples put the pieces of their marriages
CL back together and rebuild loving
S, relationships. Registration is required. For
N more information, please call 651.464.5855,
or visit www.helpourmarriage.com.

Caring at Epiphany

Extended Day Program Registration

The Epiphany Extended Day Program will

begin accepting kindergarten registrations

for their summer and upcoming school year

at Epiphany School ' s

MaRgyumsd C@a,t hdonadayY,huFelhr

need care for your kindergartner after
school, on release days or during the
summer, check us out! For information in
advance, call Susan Besst, Director, at
763.755.7341.

Part-time Position

The Church of St. Stephen, Anoka, has an
opening for a part time custodian. The
hours are Sunday and Monday, 6:00 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Experience preferred. Contact St.
Stephens for an application at
763.421.2471. Deadline for applications is
Monday, February 4.

Support Abandoned Children

Friends of the Orphans is dedicated to
improving the lives of orphaned and
abandoned children through the support of
nine orphan homes in Latin America and
the Caribbean. We invite you to join us at
our office in St. Paul (2052 Marshall Ave)
for an open house to learn about our child
sponsorship program. Join us on
Wednesday, February 6, from 5:30 to

7:30 p.m., bring your friends, and learn how
you can make a difference in the life of a
child through sponsorship! Contact Sean at
651.482.1703 or sbreininger@friendsus.org
with questions, or visit our website at
www.friendsoftheorphans.org/mn.

Donate Palms for Ash Wednesday

As preparation begins for Ash Wednesday,

we need your help. We would greatly
appreciate the donati
for use on Ash Wednesday. Baskets will be

placed in the gathering space for palm

collection now until February 3.

Free Income Tax Assistance

E-filed tax preparations will be done on Wednesday and Saturday mornings, 9 a.m. to noon,
February 6 through April 12 (ex_cep_t not on Holy Saturday, March 22) at Epiphany in the

one, low to middle income, with special
rvice that prepares and E-files federal
tax rebates. No appointment is
f trained volunteers and is sponsored
Department of Revenue.
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Grow in Your Faith

Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday is February 6. Masses will be
at 6:30 and 8 a.m. and 5:30 and 7 p.m. Ashes
will be distributed at all Masses. This is not a
holy day of obligation.

Welcome Back: Catholics Coming Home
for the Holy Days

There are many adults who were raised
Catholic and for a variety of reasons have
drifted away or left. Perhaps this Easter can
be a time of resurrected hope and healing. We
will gather in the meeting rooms (near the
church entrance). Dates: January 31, February
7,14, 21, and 28 from 7:00 - 9:00 pm.
Questions? Contact Katie Gebhard at either
763.862.4335 or kgebhard@epiphanymn.org.

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

Are you searching for a way to grow closer to
Christ? Have you so many blessings that you
can scarcely count them? Do some of your
crosses seem almost too difficult to carry?
Why not turn to Our Lord Jesus Christ in the
Adoration Chapel? Why not try one hour per
week in the presence of Our Lord? Draw near
to God and he will draw near to you. (James
4:8) Hours needing adorers: Sunday 2 p.m.-
most needed, Monday 2 a.m., Tuesday noon,
Thursday 6 p.m., Friday 10 a.m., Saturday

10 p.m. Call 763.755.7706 to sign up for your
special hour with Jesus.

Adult Formation

First Sunday Speaker: Jane Carroll, School
Principal and Katie Gebhard, Faith
Formation Director, will share insights into
Catholic Education at Epiphany on Sunday,
February 3 from 8:45 - 9:45 in the hearth
room. Please join us!

Found

Men's ring found in
penance day on December 20. Call
763.862.4363 to identify.

Financial Focus
20062007 Fiscal Year:
July 1, 2007 — June 30, 2008
Sunday Offertory: (Envelopes,
checks, auto withdrawal)

Lenten Regulations

The Christian faithful are to do penance
through prayer, fasting, abstinence, and by
exercising works of piety and charity. All
Fridays through the year, and especially
during Lent, are penitential days.
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by
all Catholics 14 years and older, on Ash
Wednesday, and on all Fridays of Lent.
Fasting is to be observed on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday by all
Catholics who are 18 years of age, but not
yet 59. Those who are bound by this may
take only one full meal. Two smaller meals
are permitted if necessary to maintain

Amount needed each week
.................................... $60,000

strength according t¢héy

eating solid foods between meals is not he sake

permitted, but liquids are allowed. The oday

obligation does not apply to those whose heir

health or ability to work would be seriously bdehalf
eda.

affected. Catholics should not lightly excuse
themselves from these prescribed minimal
penitential practices.

Preschool Registration
The Epiphany School Readiness Preschool
Program will begin registration for the
2008-2009 school year on Tuesday, January
29. To request a registration form, call
763.755.7341. Forms can be mailed or
picked up in person; first-come, first serve
basis. Our program seeks to provide
children with a foundation for future
education and an enthusiastic desire to
learn. Sessions are available on a three-day
(M/W/F) or two-day (T/Th) per week
basis. Children must be at least four years
old on or before September 1 and must be
fully toilet-trained. The program is licensed
by the Department of Human Services and
operates with a staff-to-child ratio of 1:10.
Call now to schedule a site visit.

Explore new choices, Discover new s

Kindergarten Roundup

Parents and prospective kindergarten students are invited to Epiphany School on Monday,
February 4, to learn about the school program, meet teachers jom in fun actlvmes and

and 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the media center ,
focuses on the growth of the whole perso
information contact Toni at 763.862.4326,
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W orship at Epiphany

Mass Schedule and Intentions Readings for the week of February 3
Sunday, February 3, 2008 Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/1 Cor 1:26-31/
7:15 a.m. Rae Hauck, Ninow Family, liv/dec Mt 5:1-12a
8:45 am. Patrick Tracey : . 1R

) - g . . Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/
10:30 am.  Epiphany Assisted Living residents y MKk 5:1-20
12:15 p.m.  James Staubs Family, liv/dec
5:30 p.m.  Epiphany parishioners Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a,
Monday, February 4, 2008 30—19:3/Mk 5:21-43
6:30am.  Jeff Abboud, living Wednesday: JI 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/
8:00 a.m. Carol Henry Family liv/dec Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
7:00 p.m. Jeanine McMullen, living
Tuesday’ February 5, 2008 ThUrSday: Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25
6:30am.  Don Druffel Family, liv/dec Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15
8:.00 a.m. Epiphany staff and students, liv/dec
7:.00 p.m.  James Staubs Famiy, liv/dec Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32
Wednesday, February 6, 2008 Next Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Rom 5:12-19
6:30am.  Don Druffel or 5:12, 17-19/Mt 4:1-11

8:00 a.m. Dan and Monica Nelson Family, I/d
5:30 p.m. Robert and Elsie Kerkes Family, I1/d
7.00 p.m. Gene Koch

Thursday, February 7, 2008

6:30 a.m. Kerkes Family, liv/dec

8:.00 a.m. Catherine Sausen

7:00 p.m. Michael Schinn

Friday, February 8, 2008

6:30 a.m. Rachel Ridout, living, and family
8:00 a.m. Charleen Shields

7.00 p.m. Keith Howard

Saturday, February 9, 2008

8:00 am. William Juneau

5:30 p.m. Dorothy Montury, living
For Mass intentions call 763.862.4347.

eflections on the Gospel

Think about the beatitudes for a moment. Have you ever known someone who was humble?
Who forgave others? Who made peace? Who was willing to stand up and do the right thing,
even if others criticized them for their actions? Does this person show others what God is
really like? Are you this person?

As much as we might want to be the kind of people who live out the Beatitudes, we need

i iri pirit gives us the gift of eternal life
e power to do it. Continually call
ns.

eatitudes, he <cha
he humble, the forgiving, the

se who follow Jesus. Happy are

rt, mercy, and the kingdom of




