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Reflections from the Seminary 

To highlight Vocations Awareness Month, 
Fr. Zehren has invited one of our 
seminarians, Brandon Theisen, to write this 
weekõs reflection: 

My Vocation Story 

òMy heart searches restlessly and finds no 
rest ôtil it rests in thee.ó This beautiful quote 
from Saint Augustine applies to all of us. 
Hello, my name is Brandon Theisen. I am 
from Coon Rapids and I am in my first 
semester at Saint John Vianney Seminary at 
the University of Saint Thomas. There are 
several reasons why I chose to enroll in the 
seminary. In my next few paragraphs I will 

tell you how my journey began to where I 
am now.  

When I was less than a month old I was 
baptized into the Catholic faith, this is 
where my journey began. The next 
sacrament that I received was the 
sacrament of reconciliation, which I 
receive on a monthly basis to this day. The 
sacrament of penance gave me the grace to 
never lose hope, and to recognize Godõs 
great mercy. After that the greatest gift I 
received from God was the ability to 
receive the Eucharist. Prior to that, I still 

(Continued on page 2) 

    A stewardship parish 
Epiphany 

 

Stewardship Alive 
Ordinary time has begun; this is a time when we enjoy the simplicity of the season. Advent and 
Christmas are over, the stable is gone, the trees have been put away and the lights have been 
carefully put in storage bins for another year. The white banners have been brought down and 
carefully folded, ready for the next season and the poinsettias have found a new home. Have 
you ever noticed how the church environment changes? Sometimes just a little and other times 
dramatically? Most of us just take all of this for granted, never thinking of how many hours it 
must take to make all of this happen or how much planning it takes to create an environment 
that is welcoming and announces the Liturgical season. All of this happens because we have 
people just like you that have said yes, I have some time to share.  

Here are a few fun facts. Did you know that one couple comes in every Tuesday night to water 
the plants in the sanctuary, and during Christmas that included 95 poinsettias! Did you know 
that it took twenty two people to change the Advent environment to Christmas, and that the 
large tree in the back of the church took sixty man hours to put up, and that the banners that 
hang in the church are each 35 feet long, and that Boy Scout Troup 524 donated all of the real 
Christmas wreaths.  

The men and women that make the seasonal transformations happen have all heard a call to use 
the gifts God has given them for the greater good of our community, or maybe they heard the 
voice of their spouse saying sure my husband would be glad to help put up the tree again this 
year! Whichever it is, they are the behind the scene people sharing their gifts. The environment 
group is always looking for people that are willing to share a little time or a lot, if you want to 
join us please call Pat at 763.862.4343.  

Living a life of  gratitude. 

Mass Schedule 
MondayðFriday 

6:30 a.m., 8 a.m., 7 p.m. 
 

Saturday: 8 a.m. 

 
Weekend liturgies:  

Saturday 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday 7:15 a.m.,  

8:45 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 

12:15 p.m., 5:30 p.m. 

 
Confessions 

Following daily morning 

Masses, and prior to daily 

evening Mass (6:15 to  

6:45 p.m.) and Saturdays,  

9 to 10 a.m. and 4 to 5 p.m. 


