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R eflections from the Pastor

Good People of Epiphany,

| always get little nostalgic during Catholic
Education Week — thinking back on my
own Catholic education and mostly the

ei ght

year s

It

S nice to reminisce.

times as a little Catholic pupil. Yet now
that | have grown some, | have come to
recognize that there is even more to value

t hat | aboutCatholiceducation than justhappy [ o
memories.

school in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, |
remember the many friendships |

developed (so many of which are still
strong today). | remember picking out my
first rosary and how | always wanted to be
the one chosen to proclaim the readings at
our school Mass. My father coached the
school basketball team. Martin de Porres
was our class patron saint. One year | had
to dress up as a nun for the school variety

There was a book published in 2005
entitled How the Catholic Church Built Western

show —even that is a good memory (as long
as nobody still has any photos)!

Stewardship Alive

As we celebrate the 40t anniversary of Epiphany School this school-year, it is important to
another anniversary that h
over 40 years ago Mother Bernardia, Provincial Superior for the School Sisters of Notre

Dame, made the commitment to staff Epiphany School with sisters from the international
congregation. In 1967 a bus of School Sisters of Notre Dame arrived at Epiphany. That

day they were greeted by a large number of parishioners and even a red carpet to walk on

when they disembarked the bus. The sisters were ready to start teaching the children at the

brand new Epiphany School. If you talk to some of the parents of these first school

ren, they wil!/|
so fortunate to be able to provide their children with a Catholic education.

al so

child

remember

Civilizatioby Thomas E. Woods. While
never simply glossing over the challenges
and darker moments of Church history,
the author nonetheless presents a
compelling account of the immense impact
that the Catholic Church had in shaping
Western civilization.

(Continued on pag®)

tell you what an exc

Over the past 40 years we have had a total of 38 School Sisters of Notre Dame work at
Epiphany. Although times have changed, and we no longer have any School Sisters of
Notre Dame teaching in the school, we still have three that minister in the parish. These
women have been a driving force in making our parish what it is today. As we celebrate
Vocation Awareness this month and Catholic Schools Week this week, please take a
moment to thank God for all of the hard work and dedication of the School Sisters of

Notr e

Dame.

We

have

been so bl essed to h

Living a life of gratitude

g

C



Reflections from Father Zehren

(Continued from page

Woods demonstrates how the Catholic idea of a rational, orderly universe, a view that was

not to be found in non-Christian cultures, made possible the flowering of science in the

West. He shows how many great scientists, including the pioneers of geology, modern atomic

theory, seismology, and other sciences were also priests. He further points out how it was the
Catholic university’s commitment to seek
scientific revolution.

The book also unfolds the contribution that the Church made to music and tells how so
many of the great composers — Bach, Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn, Schubert, and others —
7860mposed much of their music as settings for the Mass. It demonstrates how the Church
helped to humanize the West by insisting on the sanctity of life — thus reversing such
practices in the ancient world as gladiator fights and infanticide. The author even presents a
4oStrong argument to suggest that St. Benedict and his monks are to be credited for creating
and saving civilization in Europe.

g The point | 'm trying to make is that off
way of thinking is about far more than just having sentimental things to put in their baby
albums and scrap books. There is a whole Catholic ethos that has a tremendously beneficial
effect on our children’s | ives, our cult

' catholic thought inspires a way of life that aims higher and demands more. It is a habit of
thinking that incorporates the transcendent and eternal. When it is presented well, Catholic
students are given a great advantage. They acquire a great sense of wonder and reverence.
They are taught to hope and to believe in excellence. They recognize deeper truths about the
human person and dignity. They grow to love discipline and to respect authority and truth.
Sound moral values become important and shape every aspect of their lives.

Of course, most wondrously, Catholic students discover the joy of meeting Jesus. They learn
the great delight of being created anew — and of presenting themselves as a gift to the world
|n imitation of Christ. They learn how to be truly faithful —and deeply devoted. Unlike many
d other students, Catholic students are free to engage the mysteries of God — and that opens
for them the possibility of going so much farther — even eternally beyond.

Doesn’t that make you want to thank your
sefaith formation department and our school. Pray for this whole parish that we may be

strengthened to pass on the faith that has been entrusted to us. Unless this great gift means

something to us, it will mean nothing to those being taught.

n On May 31 we will be celebrating 40 years of Catholic education in our parish with an all-
omschool alumni reunion. We’'re asking al/l
sending addresses or the contact information of alumni to reunion@epiphanymn.org.

It will be more than another evening to stoke our nostalgia — it will be an opportunity for us
to celebrate and to recommit ourselves to the mission of Catholic education at Epiphany. For
now, have a great Catholic Education Week —and thanks be to God for the grand symphony

that is our faith.


mailto:reunion@epiphanymn.org

U pcoming Events and Other News

Donate Palms for Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday

As preparation begins for Ash Wednesday, Ash Wednesday is February 6. Masses will
we need your help. We would greatly be at 6:30 and 8 a.m. and 5:30 and 7 p.m.
appreciate t he don a Asheswill bedistributed at all Masses. This
for use on Ash Wednesday. Baskets will be is not a holy day of obligation.

placed in the gathering space for palm

collection now until February 3. Preschool Registration

The Epiphany School Readiness Preschool

Cana Dinner Program will begin registration for the 2008-
The annual Cana Dinner will be held on 2009 school year on Tuesday, January 29.
Sunday evening February 10. This will be a To request a registration form, call
speci al evening wi t 7637557341 Forms can be mailed or \

pastor, Father Bernard Reiser. The program picked up in person; first-come, first serve
starts with a para-liturgy and renewal of vows  basis. Our program seeks to provide

in the main church at 4:00 pm, social time at  children with a foundation for future
4:30, and then a catered candlelight dinner at  education and an enthusiastic desire to

5:00, followed by our guest speaker Father learn. Based upon a holistic approach, the
Reiser at 7:00. The cost is $35 per couple and ~ program helps to prepare children for a
tickets can be purchased after weekend successful transition into kindergarten by
Masses on January 26/27 and February2/3. encouraging the development of

fundamental academic, self-help and social |
skills. Sessions are available on a three-day
(M/W/F) or two-day (T/Th) per week

basis. Classes begin at 9 a.m. and end at 1
p.m., with lunch provided each day.

Children must be at least four years old on
or before September 1 and must be fully
toilet-trained. The program is licensed by

the Department of Human Services and
operates with a staff-to-child ratio of 1:10.
The maximum group size is 20 preschool
children per session. Help prepare your

child for a successful transition into
kindergarten! Call now to schedule a site
visit. Explore new choices, Discover new

Candot Wait Till Spr
We have an opportunity for you to fish now!
Epi phany School’'s P
annual Epiphany Lenten Fish Fry. We are in
need of volunteers to help with prep work,
bake and fry, serve, and clean up. Itis a
wonderful opportunity to meet new people
and offer the tradi
hospitalityl to all/l
doors! This year's
7 p.m. all Fridays of Lent, except Good

Friday. If you are able to help please watch

for sign ups after all the Masses the weekend
of February 2 and 3.

Attention Epiphany Alumni!
Mark your calendars for the Epiphany alumni reunion on May 31

We need memorabilia and photosfrom all graduating classes. If you have any to share,
please e-mail photos to Pam Moore at mooresoccer@msn.com, or drop them off at the
school or church offices, attention Pam Moore. Be sure to include your name and Epiphany
graduation year with all submissions. Photos and memorabilia will be returned after the
event.

We are also asking for cash donation
reunion. Please e-mail reunion@epiph
donation.

Where are you nowWe need your ¢
to give us your information, even if yo
Watch the reunion website for update
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Carlng at Epiphany

ely

N what in the World? Growing Through Loss

s Congressional Briefing on Global Poverty. Are you burdened with the death of a loved
Bi |l l O Keef e fr om Cad apreghancelossRreother devhstatiSge r v i ¢
will speak on: HIV/AIDS, Development situation? If you are interested in support in
n- Aid, Human Migration, and Palestinian- your grief and learning more about the

r Israeli Conflict. This event is co-sponsored grieving process you are welcome to come
by the Archdiocesan Office for Social Justice  to the Growing Through Loss series being
and the Center for Mission. Tuesday, held on Thursday evenings at 6:45,

January 29, 7:00 — 9:00 P.M. at St. Joan of beginning February 7. This non-

€ Arc Catholic Church, 4537 3rd Ave. S., denominational series will be held at

S Minneapolis. If you would like to carpool Seventh Day Adventist Church on Round
from Epiphany contact Len Powell, Lake Blvd in Andover. The sessions are
763.323.4459. free and free childcare is available.

3rd Annual Women of Epiphany Baby Senior Citizen Continuing Education
Blanket Making! The University of St. Thomas Center for
The Women of Epiphany invite you to an Senior Citizens' Education will offer several
evenlng making baby blankets for Epiphany  different programs this spring for people 55
Caring For Life. Join us on Friday, February ~ and older. For more information, call

i 8, in the meeting rooms from 7-9 p.m. 651.962.5188 or visit the Center web site at
sit (come after the Fish Fry!). We will be www.stthomas.edu/csce.

making fleece tied blankets and donating
them to Epiphany Caring for Life. Please
bring enough fleece to make a tied, baby-
sized blanket, a good sharp pair of scissors,
and a snack or sweets to share. If you cannot
T attend, but would like to help, you can drop
off a donation of fleece fabric at the parish
office. If you have questions, please call
Jennifer at 763.422.1408.

t Natural Family Planning

S Modern natural family planning is based on
comprehensive scientific research, is healthy
and marriage building! If you are looking to
r enhance your married life, two separate

’ serles of classes taught by qualified
instructors will begin on the following dates:
nc Saturday, February 16 at St. Charles

a Borromeo in Minneapolis, or Wednesday,

L February 20 at Mercy Medical Center in

S, Coon Rapids. To register or for more

N information, call Twin Cities Fertility Care at
651.232.3088.

d

Part-time Position

The Church of St. Stephen, Anoka, has an
opening for a part time custodian. The
hours are Sunday and Monday, 6:00 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Experience preferred. Contact St.
Stephens for an application at
763.421.2471. Deadline for applications is
Monday, February 4.

Information Desk Workers

We are looking for additional people to
help us staff the information desk in the
church gathering space. What a wonderful
opportunity for our parish to welcome the
many visitors and others who are seeking
information. Call 763.862.4346 if you are
willing to give some time between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to this
wonderful ministry. Training will be
provided.

I
Free Income Tax Assistance
E-filed tax preparations will be done on Wednesday and Saturday mornings, 9 a.m. to noon,
February 6 through April 12 (except not on Holy Saturday, March 22) at Epiphany in the
, low to middle income, with special
|ce that prepares and E-files federal
tax rebates. No appointment is
trained volunteers and is sponsored
N Department of Revenue.


http://www.stthomas.edu/csce

Grow in Your Faith

Middle School Retreat

The middle school winter retreat is February
9/10. The theme this year is Growing Deeper
with Gadhll middle school youth are invited
to be part of this life-changing weekend. The
cost is $75, which includes lodging, meals, a
t-shirt, snacks, and retreat materials. Space is
limited so sign up soon! Look for flyers and
permission slips on our website and also on
the bulletin board outside the youth room.
Permission slips and payment must be turned
in by January 28; we cannot accept
registrations after this date. Call Doug for
more information, 763.862.4334.

Welcome Back: Catholics Coming Home
for the Holy Days

There are many adults who were raised
Catholic and for a variety of reasons have
drifted away or left. Perhaps this Easter can
be a time of resurrected hope and healing. We
will gather in the meeting rooms (near the
church entrance). Dates: January 31, February
7,14, 21, and 28 from 7:00 - 9:00 pm.
Questions? Contact Katie Gebhard at either
763.862.4335 or kgebhard@epiphanymn.org.

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

"How much I love You, O my Jesus! I wish
to love You with my whole heart; yet | do not
love You enough...I have one desire, that of
being near You in the Blessed Sacrament.
You are the sweet bridegroom of my soul. My
Jesus, my love, my all, gladly would | endure
hunger, thirst, heat and cold to remain with
You in the Blessed Sacrament..." (St. John
Neumann) Be an adorer of the Christ Child!
Wise men still adore Him! Hours needed:
Sunday 1 a.m., Monday 2 a.m., 1 p.m.-most
needed, Tuesday noon, Wednesday noon,
Friday 10 a.m., Saturday 4 a.m. Call
763.755.7706 to sign up.

Adult Formation

First Sunday Speaker: Jane Carroll, School
Principal and Katie Gebhard, Faith
Formation Director, will share insights into
Catholic Education at Epiphany on Sunday,
February 3 from 8:45 - 9:45 in the hearth
room. Please join us!

Team Vianney

High School Men: it takes courage to
follow Jesus. If you've got what it takes,
come to Team Vianney at St. John Vianney
College Seminary on the Univ. of St.
Thomas (St. Paul) campus from 5:40 to
8:30 p.m. on the first Thursdays of the
month. Meet for pizza, hear a short,
dynamic talk on our Catholic faith, and
participate in an energetic Mass.. Contact
the SJV office at 651.962.6825 or call Fr.
Hennen at 763.755.1020.

Theotokos

High School Women: learn and reflect on
the dignity of women and their vocation in
the Church and in the world, at Theotokos
(meaning —Mot her
by the Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
Every first Thursday of the month at 5:40
at St. John Vianney Seminary at the Univ.
of St. Thomas campus, meet with college
women for refreshments, prayer, a talk, and
end with Mass at 7 p.m. at the UST Chapel.
Contact the Vocation Office at
651962.6890 or sspitman@stthomas.edu.

24 Hours a Franciscan

Spend time learning about the Franciscan
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration and help us
with our ministry. For women 19 and older.
February 16-17, Saturday noon till Sunday
noon. St. Jerome Parish Convent,
Maplewood, MN. Contact Sister Patricia
Tekippe, FSPA, 651.695.8124 or
tekippefspa@juno.com.

(0]

Kindergarten Roundup

Parents and prospective kindergarten students are invited to Epiphany School on Monday,
February 4, to learn about the school program, meet teachers, join in fun activities, and

register for the 2008-2009 school year
and 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the media cen
focuses on the growth of the whole p
information contact Toni at 763.862.4
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W orship at Epiphany

Mass Schedule and Intentions Readings for the week of January 27
Sunday, January 27, 2008 Sunday: Is 8:23—9:3/1 Cor 1:10-13,
7:15 am. Ira and Mable Way 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17

t i‘b“goa-m- glolfj‘ehs_e””er Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Mk 3:22-30
:30 a.m. il Lahti . .
12:15p.m.  Epiphany parishioners Tuesday: 2 Sm.6.12b-15, 17-18/
: ! Mk 3:31-35
5:30 p.m. Truman Biskey
Monday, January 28, 2008 Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17/Mk 4:1-20
6:30am.  Don Druffel Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/
8:00am.  Kate Erickson, living 1.
7:.00 p.m.  Delmo and Louise Boudreau ) Mk 4:21-25
Ray and Marian Boudreau Fr|day: 2Sm 11:1'43, 5'103, 13'17/
Tuesday, January 29, 2008 Mk 4:26-34
6:30 a.m. Don Druffel Saturday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/
8:.00 a.m. Epiphany staff and students, liv/dec Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32
7:00 pm. ~ Epiphany priests, living Next Sunday:  Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/
Wednesday, January 30, 2008 1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a

6:30 a.m. Dan and Monica Nelson, living
8:00 a.m. Jim and Dorothy Montury, living
7.00 p.m.  Clarice Schuster

Thursday, January 31, 2008

6:30 a.m. Don Druffel

8:00 a.m. Gerard Cellette, living, birthday
7:00 p.m. Herb and Evelyn Kerkhoff
Friday, February 1, 2008

6:30 a.m. Sam Munoz

8:00 a.m. Magnus Flogstad Family, living
7:00 p.m. Michael Schinn

Saturday, February 2, 2008

8:00 am. Yvonne Roth

5:30 p.m. Nick and Mary Barabash
For Mass intentions call 763.862.4347.

eflections on the Gospel

assage from el
first redngfromlsala esus’ retu
|l eads to the ful fi bGatieenfthe Géntlles lthe peppie avipolsitil
darkness have seen a grebdtligghit light is, of course, Jesus.

Today’' s p
a

Jesus spreads this light in several ways, noted by Matthew in the few lines of this passage.
First, Jesus begins to preach. He preaches repentance and he preaches that the kingdom
ry simple and basic. Change your

of the passage focuses on the actions
g them to follow him and help in his
vels around the region of Galilee

g Jesus. We too can have a simple
ple message is by our actions.

e that we are disciples of Jesus and
o we walk in the light?




