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Ref/ecz‘z'om from the Pastor

Good People of Epiphany,

As a boy I often liked to watch the classic
game-show “Family Feud” on TV.
Participants on the show had to try to come
up with answers, not necessarily which were
the most true or most based in fact, but
answers that were most popular according
to public perception.

For example, the host would pose a
question like, “One-hundred people were
surveyed — name something you find on a
beach” or “Name a famous George.” The
number-one answer was always the one that
was the first to come to mind for the most
people — “sea-shells” or “George
Washington.”

1f we were to play “Epiphany Family Feud”
at our parish and I asked each of you,
“Name the most important thing we do at
Epiphany each year,” what would be the
first answer to come to your mind?

After you hit the big red game-buzzer, I bet
for most of you the first answer out of your
mouth would not be the Rite of Initiation
of Christian Adults (RCIA). Yet, arguably,
there is no work more important that we do
as a parish than RCIA.

What could be more important than
bringing to the waters of baptism someone
who has lived much of their life yet never
has received the gift through which our
Lord imparts eternal salvation? What could
(Continued on page 2)
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be more important than bringing to the altar someone who never has fed upon the only gift
that can overcome their death? What can be more important than sponsoring someone in
their search for ultimate truth and God? What can be more important than bringing someone
to Christ?

Compared to so many other of the ministries here at Epiphany, the RCIA ministry is one that
attracts relatively little attention and participation from the broader parish. That should not
be. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has come out with a statement
highlighting how imperative it is that every Catholic participates in the work of inviting,
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parishes.

Imagine if by the Easter Vigil of next year, 2011, every one of us made the commitment to
invite one person to come to, or come back to, the Catholic Church.

It wouldn’t be that hard. I believe that we live in an age when people are coming truly to
thirst for meaning, truth, and authentic spirituality. Try it once. Bring a matter of faith up in a
conversation. Watch how willingly people respond.

I spoke recently to one of our high-school students. He said that he happened to mention to
his school bus driver that he is a member at Epiphany. The bus driver became very interested
and asked him, “I’ve always been wondering about something. Is there anything at your
parish that could help me with...?” The student asked me about it and returned happily to
the bus driver with an answer and an invitation to come to the parish.

Fr. Backer recently returned from retreat. On his flight home he offered a few kind words to
a flight attendant which sparked a conversation. The flight attendant had been away from the
Church for years. She wrote to Fr. Backer and thanked him. The conversation had renewed
her interest in the faith and she and her husband have pledged to re-discover their Catholic

| Church.

There are people all around you who are wishing and waiting for somebody to bring up the
subject of faith and spirituality. People have questions and wonderings and a great thirst. Do
them a favor and speak to them about the always interesting and edifying topic of the
Catholic faith.

One-hundred Epiphany parishioners were surveyed. Name something you should do before
the Easter Vigil of 2011. I hope we all come up with the number-one answer. Invite someone
to come to Epiphany.

Also, pray for the men and women in our RCIA process. They are coming to an end of a

journey and soon will be received into full communion with the Catholic Church. Thanks be
to God! They are a gift of God to all of us.
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((Jiacoming Events and Other News

Dondét miss your
Don’t delay! Come this Friday between 4:30
and 7:00 p.m. to the Epiphany school
cafeteria and enjoy the Epiphany Lenten fish
fry! Choose anything from the great menu
selections of baked and fried fish, shrimp,
pizza, choice of potato, coleslaw, fruit, bread,
beverage and dessert. Your free will offering
will be applied to PTO sponsored projects
and events that encompass Epiphany School,
parish, and the surrounding community.
Don’t miss your chance to attend the best
fish fry around!

Seniors 55+

Epiphany 55+ Seniors group will be
celebrating St Patrick's Day on March 16 with
the O'Shea Irish dancers. Come and enjoy a
desert and beverage. We will also have a short
talk by the Mercy Hospital Volunteer
coordinator who will explain volunteer
opportunities, and we will be collecting food
for the Epiphany food shelf.

Youdre I nvited

Have you ever wanted to explore the
advantages of a Catholic school education?
We invite you to come and see for yourself!
Jane Carroll, Principal, will be hosting a tour
and informational gathering to learn more
about Epiphany School on Thursday, March
18, 5:30 p.m. Simply let us know that you’d
like to join a tour by calling 763.754.1750 or
email jcarroll@epiphanymn.org.

Youth Camp this Summer

Catholic Youth Camp, on Big Sandy Lake in
McGregor, MN offers resident camp
programming for youth in 1st-12th grades.
We are currently taking registrations at
WWW.cvcamp.org or you may call
651.636.1645 for information.

FEaster Cantata

Please join the Epiphany choir along with other local Catholic
churches and a full orchestra for our Easter cantata Covenant of
Grace. As together we take this journey of promise, may your hope
be renewed! The cantata will be held Friday, March 26, 7:30 p.m. at
Epiphany, and Sunday, March 28, 4:00 p.m. at Church of St
Timothy in Blaine. Tickets will be available at the parish office, and
after Masses the week-end of March 13/14. For more information

please contact Liz at 763.862.4369.

¢ h aDwves gohir group meet at Epiphany?

It is time to begin developing a building use
calendar for 2010-2011 fiscal year, (July 1, 2010
to June 30, 2011). If your group meets at
Epiphany or is planning to hold an event here
you will need to submit your request to the
parish office by March 31. If you did not
already receive the forms via email please
contact Libby at lhuebnetr(@epiphanymn.org.

Fundraising Requests Due

All requests to hold a fundraiser at Epiphany
in the next fiscal year are due in the parish
office by March 15. To receive an application
contact Libby at lhuebner(@epiphanymn.org.
Please note that fundraising applications are
accepted from Epiphany affiliated groups only.

Epiphany is on Facebook!

1f you have a Facebook account you can be a
fan of Epiphany! To find us just search
Facebook for Epiphany Church Coon Rapids.
The Epiphany page has frequent updates of
what is happening at the church, breaking
news, last minute volunteer needs, and other
hot items. There is also a discussion area and
photos. Just another way that Epiphany is
communicating with our parishioners!

Mentor a Child

Children in our community are waiting for
help — are you available for an hour or two a
week to change a child’s life? Kinship of
Greater Minneapolis is a 54-year-old local
mentoring ministry that matches caring adults,
couples and families with children, ages 5 to
15, in need of additional adult support in their
lives. Volunteers spend time once a week for a
minimum of one year with their young friend
with ongoing support from Kinship. More
than 150 children across the metro area are on
the Kinship Wait List for a friend like you. Call
612.588.4655 or visit www.kinship.org.

COVENANT
osf GRACE

Tuesdays
Charismatic Prayer Group
meets at 7 p.m. in room 6

Fridays through March 26
Fish fry in the cafeteria,
4:3® 7:00 p.m.

Fridays, March 5, 12, 19
Stations of the Cross at 6
in the church, followed by
Mass

Saturday, March 13
First Eucharist learning ce
in the gym, 9 a.m. to 3:30

Friday, March 19
Baby blanket making nigh
7 p.m. in the meeting roon

Friday, March 26
Easter Cantata in the mai
church at 7:30 p.m.

p.m.

nter
p.m.
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Sacrament of Baptism

Infant baptisms are immedia
following the 12:15 Mass eac
Sunday. P#leaptism program

required (unless parents hav
attended the class within the
three years), and is held the

Saturday of each month, 10:
noon, in the hearth room, no

registration needed. Godparer

must be confirmed Catholic,
male and one female. Please
763.862.4335 with questions
do not have baptisms during
except in cases of emergenc

Sacrament of Penance
Following daily morning Mas
and prior to daily evening Ma
(5:15 to 5:45 p.m.) and
Saturdays, 9 to 10 a.m.

and 4to 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Marriage

Please visit our website for
information on getting marrie
Epiphany. To secure a date
start the preparation please
Libby at 763.862.4363.

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

24 hours daily in chapel, com

an hour, call 763.755.7706.

Daily Rosary

Monday through Friday, afte
8:00 a.m. and the 6 p.m. Ma
Saturday after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass, and %2 hour before the
5:30 p.m. Mass, Sunday %2 h
before all Masses, also at 3 |

Vocations

Pray for religious vocations &
those in formation from Epip
including: Randy Haney, Ma
Milless, Joah Ellis, Bryant Ur
Brandon Theisen, Elliot Huss
Kevin Kreiner, Sister Maria
Caritas, Sister Anna Maria o
Eucharist

elv

t Women of Epiphany Baby Blanket Night
s All are welcome to join us on Friday, March
€ 19, 7-10 p.m. in the meeting rooms (come

F after enjoying dinner at the fish fry!) for our
fil annual time to make baby blankets for

Bl Epiphany Caring for Life! Please bring your
scissors and enough fleece for one tied
blanket. Donations of fleece are always
appreciated and can be dropped off in the

~ parish office. For more information call

L Jennifer, 763.422.1408.

P
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Y Free Tax Preparation Assistance

Tax preparation assistance is available at

s¢ Epiphany to low to middle income

s individuals, especially seniors. This free
service handles federal, and state returns, as
well as rent credit and property tax rebates.
The service is offered each Wednesday and
Saturday morning from 9:00 to noon through
April 14 (except April 3—Holy Saturday).

d Please bring all your tax related forms and

r information. This service is sponsored by the

¢ AARP Tax Aide Foundation, the IRS and the

" MN Dept of Revenue. Call 1.888.227.7669,

or visit www.aarp.org/money/taxaide/ for

more information.

r Charles Untz Mass
You are invited to the Anniversary Mass of
Charles Anthony Francis Untz's birth into
eternal life, 10 a.m., Saturday, March 20, in
1 the woods behind the Untz home, 4700
8¢ 165th Ave NW, Andover. Bench seating is
available, but feel free to bring a chair or
cushion. Group prayer of the Stations of the
O Cross will begin promptly at 9:30 a.m. A
- potluck lunch will follow the Mass. Please
dress for the weather. You may call with

n questions or for directions, 763.422.8272.

¢
Coe
tz.,

Therapy Group for Those with Depression

TLC (or Therapeutic Lifestyle Change) group is an eight-week therapy group for people who
experience depression or other mood-related problems in living, and it will help participants
learn holistic lifestyle changes. This eight-week therapy group will stand alone or supplement
individual counseling, and is based on the book The Depression Cure, which participants may
buy but are not required to do so. Meetings are Mondays, March 22-May 10, 6 to 8 p.m. A one
-hour orientation and diagnostic interview is required prior to the group Patticipants may be
referred to Kelsey at 651.215.2209 for intake. Meetings are in St. Paul at Seton Services. There
is a sliding fee and many insurance policies are accepted.

Qring at Epiphany

Dondét Suffer Alone
Catholic Charities offers counseling to
individuals and families experiencing
depression, anxiety or needing support with
everyday life. Licensed professionals provide
care on a sliding-scale fee basis or can bill

your insurance. For an appointment, call
651.215.2209.

March is MIN Foodshare Month

Food shelf use is at a record high across
Minnesota. Sixty percent of food shelf
visitors are families with children and the
working poor. As government cuts continue,
a local food shelf is often the only source to
obtain food. The Epiphany food shelf needs
many basic items to re-stock the shelves. If
you wish to make a monetary donation,
please send to Epiphany Care Fund at the
church address or place in the collection
baskets. Please clearly mark the envelope
“Epiphany Care Fund,” attention Kathleen.
The Epiphany food shelf helps support the
Community Action Program in Blaine and
the Brother’s of Peace in the Archdiocese of
St. Paul and Minneapolis. Food donations
may be dropped off in the food shelf cart
located by the Epiphany Gift Center. For
more information, please call Kathleen
763.802.4347.

Healing After Abortion

If you are suffering from an abortion,
experience the healing love of Jesus Christ on
a Rachel's Vineyard weekend retreat on May
21-23 in the T'win Cities area. For more
information or registration contact Nancy at
rvt-nancy(@usfamily.net or 952-882-2072.
Additional information can also be found on
the Rachel's Vineyard website at
www.rachelsvinevard.org.
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Grow in Your Faith

Upcoming Lenten Penance Services
Epiphany’s Lenten Day of Reconciliation will
be held on Thursday, March 25, from 4:00 to
8:00 p.m. There will be several priests
available for individual, private confessions.
Our good neighbors at St. Stephen’s in Anoka
will also have a penance service, with many
priests available for individual, private
confessions, on Tuesday, March 30, from
noon to 8 p.m.

Divine Mercy Sunday

Divine Mercy Sunday falls on April 11 this
year, and Epiphany will be celebrating with a
service at 2 p.m. that includes the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy. Following the service in the
main church, there will be refreshments in the
meeting rooms. The feast was established by
Pope John Paul II based on the diary St.
Faustina wrote with private revelations she
received regarding God’s mercy. A plenary
indulgence is offered for those who observe
this feast on the first Sunday after Faster, in
addition to the other Church requirements.

Catholic Cruise to the Eastern Caribbean
Come and sail away on a seven-night Catholic
Eastern Caribbean cruise with Father Brendan
Murphy August 28, 2010 on the Carnival
Dream (new ship) out of Port Canaveral
(Orlando) FL. Ports of call include Port
Canaveral (Orlando), Nassau (Bahamas), St.
Thomas, USVI and St. Maarten, NA. Prices
begin at $1311 for two passengers which
includes all port fees and taxes. Daily Mass
and Rosary offered. Deposits of only $50 per
person will reserve your cabin. Space is
limited. For further information or to register,
contact Doug or Eileen at 860.399.1785/
dpayttc@aol.com.

40 Days for Life J Lent 2010

Lenten Regulations

Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are
obliged to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday. In addition, all Catholics 14 years old
and older must abstain from meat on Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays
of Lent. Fasting as explained by the U.S.
bishops means partaking of only one full
meal. Some food (not equaling another full
meal) is permitted at breakfast and around
midday or in the evening—depending on
when a person chooses to eat the main or full
meal. Abstinence forbids the use of meat, but
not of eggs, milk products or condiments
made of animal fat. These requirements are
lifted when a person’s health may be
negatively affected.

Adoration on Holy Thursday

On Holy Thursday, April 1, there will be
Eucharistic Adoration until 10 p.m. The
suggested family times are last names
beginning with A-G 8:30 to 9:00, H-K 9:00 to
9:30 p.m., and L-Z 9:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Morning of Reflection

Women of the parish, please join the
Companions in the Heart of Jesus at the
Church of St. Paul in Ham Lake for a
morning of refreshment in the Lord, on
Saturday, March 20, 8:30-11:30. The topic is
Victory Through my Relationships. No
registration needed, child care is available.
Mass at 8:00 a.m.

Youth Present Living Stations

Please come to the Church of Saint Paul in
Ham Lake as the parish youth present the
Living Stations of the Cross on Thursday,
March 18 or Friday, March 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Benediction will follow Friday evening’s
production. Free will offering.

The Planned Parenthood abortion clinic, 1965 Ford Parkway in St. Paul, will be the location
for the Lent 2010, 40 Days for Life prayer and fasting vigils to end abortion. There will be a
formal time of prayer from 5 to 6 p.m. each Friday. You are also encouraged to be prayer
partners at Planned Parenthood any day from now to March 28, 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. This
does not involve sidewalk counseling. This Lent the mission will take place in 163 cities
including around the globe. See www.40daysforlife.com for information and encouragement.

Father Zehren has blessed Epiphany’s participation in this campaign. There is also the annual
Good Friday All-Day Prayer Vigil sponsored by ProLife Action Ministries, April 2, 8:30 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. at Planned Parenthood. Call Pat Bock with questions: 763.427.7509.

Financial Focus
2008-2009 Fiscal Year:

July 1, 2009 — June 30, 2010
Sunday Offertory: (Envelopes,
checks, auto withdrawal)

Needed each week for budget
........................................ $60,000

Actual Collections

Weekly collection for 3/7/10
........................................ $57.202

Year to date as of 3/7/10
................................... $2,096,898

Ovet/(Under) YTD budget
................................... $(123,102)

No longer was there manna for the

Israelites, who that year ate of the

yield of the
- Joshua 5:12

Throughout the forty years
that the Israelites journeyed
through the desert, God
provided them with manna to
eat. As soon as they were
able to enjoy the fruits of the
Promised Land the manna
ceased. Likewise, God’s
blessings to us may change
over the years but it is
important to trust that God
will always provide us with all
that we need

Il an
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Mass Schedule and Intentions

Sunday, March 14, 2010
7:15 a.m. Rae Hauck, Ninow Families, liv/dec

8:45 a.m. Marc, Sandi, Prescott, Ali Weis, liv
10:30 a.m.  John Hong Le

12:15 p.m.  Val Schwantes, living

5:30 p.m. Epiphany parishioners

Monday, March 15, 2010

6:30 a.m. Father Dennis Zehren, living
8:00 a.m. Virginia Kirkeide
6:00 p.m. Robert Johnson Family, relatives

and friends, liv/dec
Tuesday, March 16, 2010

6:30 a.m. Jacob Ridout, living
8:00 a.m. Holly Erickson, Thor Erickson, liv
6:00 p.m. Ed and Carolyn Breitbach, living

Wednesday, March 17, 2010

6:30 a.m. Rachel Ridout, living
8:00 a.m. Susie Wittrock, living
6:00 p.m. Billy Klobe, living

Thursday, March 18, 2010

6:30 a.m. James Morehouse, living
8:00 a.m. Don and Marci Sparks, living
6:00 p.m. Anthony Bolz, living

Friday, March 19, 2010

Wrship at Epiphany

Readings for the week of March 14

Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/2 Cor 5:17-21/
Lk 15:1-3,11-32
Monday: Is 65:17-21/]n 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9,12/Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday:  Is 49:8-15/]Jn 5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/]n 5:31-47
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/
Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16,
18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53
Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/
Jn 8:1-11
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6:30 a.m. Melvin Peters ‘ uyy Hoy
8:00 a.m. Francis and Mary Jeanne Steffens v Blacy
6:00 pm.  Holy Family Prayer Group gl £
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q@ections on the Gospel

The fourth Sunday of Lent marks the midpoint in the Lenten preparation for Easter.
Traditionally it is called Laefare Sunday (Rejoice Sunday). This Sunday is set aside for us to recall
God’s graciousness and to rejoice because of it. In many ways we have been dead, but through
God’s grace we have come to life again; we have been lost, but have now been found. We have
every reason to rejoice. Hence, each of the three readings characterizes one of the many facets
of Easter joy. In the first reading, the chosen people of God are portrayed as celebrating, for the
first time, the feast of their freedom in their own land. Their joy is one of promises fulfilled. The
second reading joyfully proclaims the effect of Jesus’ saving act as the reconciliation of all
peoples to the Father. In the gospel, the joy is that of a young son’s “coming home” and
rediscovering a father’s forgiving and gratuitous love. It is also the story of a loving and
forgiving father who celebrates the return of his prodigal son by throwing a big party in his
honor, a banquet celebrating the reconciliation of the son with his father, his family, his
community and his God. It is really the Parable of the Forgiving Father, the story of divine love
and mercy for us sinners. It is almost beyond belief. The common theme of joy resulting from
reconciliation with God and other human beings is announced to all of us present in this church
— an assembly of sinful people, ready to receive God's forgiveness, and His personal presence as
a forgiving God in the Holy Eucharist.




