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R eflections from the Pastor

Good People of Epiphany, To the Epiphany Confirmandi of 2010,

The Postal Service reports that their highe I never have had the opportunity to preach
volume comes at Christmas time. Their ne at a Confirmation Mass. Our Bishops

day i s Mot her ds Day reserve that privilege to themselves. Rightly 0 f
of the Epiphany, however, the highest mai so — and I am glad that on this momentous
comes right around this time of the year. day of grace you will be blessed to hear one

of our Good Shepherds speak words which

| have on my desk a stack of around 150 | . e
I am sure will cheer and inspire you.

All of the young people who will be confirn
Epiphany on Monday, April 26 were askec Even so, as your pastor, there is so much
write a letter to the pastor indicating why tl that I would like to share with you as well.
to be confirmed and what the sacrament n When I came to Epiphany, most of you
them. Every year | read those letters. Evel were fifth graders. You were delightful fifth
find great cause to be hopeful for our your graders and I have many happy memories
of you from those early years. Yet, as
delighttul as you were as fifth graders, you
have changed much since then. I dare say
that now you are even a greater source of

Such thoughtful and heartfelt letters deser
response. | would like to use my column tt
to respond to the letters | have received.

(Continued on page 2)
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Web site www.epiphanymn.org

Parish office hours

The parish office is open Monday
through Friday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.,|anc

Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
We are closed on Sundays.

Parish office/63.755.1020
School763.754.1750

Faith Formatioini63.862.4331
Fax763.862.4303

Epiphany Priests
Fr. Zehren, Fr. Campbell, Fr. Ba
763.755.1020

Department Phone Numbers
Pastoral Care 763.755.1020
Mass Intentions 763.862.4347

R eflections from Father Zehren

(Continued fiom page 1)

delight. This has been the effect of God’s grace in your life. Let it serve for you as a foretaste
and a promise that there is an even greater and more wondrous transformation that is yet to
come over you.

Somebody once said that we are all like eggs — we must either hatch or go bad. Now is the
time for you to hatch in a new way. The Holy Spirit has been with you and will continue to

Cke be with you to guide you as a friend.

I understand that this time in preparation for your Confirmation has tested you and even has
puzzled and troubled some of you. It has been hard for some of you to understand why you
have had to do some of the things your parents and your patish have asked of you. The

Deacon Bruce Maltzen 763.807,78¢ process has caused you to search your heart, to examine your convictions, to reflect more

Finance/Auto Withdrawal
763.862.4343
Room Scheduling 763.862.4363

Parish Administrator 763.862.4342

Maintenance 763.862.4309
Cemetery 763.862.4344

Stewardship Office 763.862.4342

Extended Day 763.755.7341
Music Director 763.862.4312

Gift Center Hours

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
6:30 p.nd. 8:30 p.m.

Thursday and Friday

8:30 a.n.11:30 a.m.
Saturday:347 p.m.

Sunday: 8 a.én12:15 p.m.

Lending Library Hours
Sundays 8:30 aimoon and
Mondays through Thursdays
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Angels Wing$ Pregnancy loss
and infant loss support ministry,
763.862.0655.

Epiphany Caring for Ldfe

Pregnancy support, maternity clos

donations, 24 hour care line
612.803.2225.

Epiphany Prayer Chain

763.862.4347 or you can send an

deeply about what it is that you really believe, and you have had to make some choices.

Good students, it’s not over. The same Holy Spirit that has searched you through this
process will continue to search you, prod you, and awaken you now in a more intense way
and throughout your life. Every one of you must grow more deeply to understand and to live
what it is that you most truly love and believe. It is a work of testing that you must cooperate
with if you ever will come to see what a gift your faith in Jesus can be and what treasures
God has placed deep within your heart.

Often young people preparing for Confirmation grow troubled because they don’t feel or
experience God’s Spirit in their lives as they think they should. Nevertheless, you can know
that the Spirit is with you. As we pray the mysteries of the rosary we always reflect on the
joyous, the sorrowful, the glorious, and the luminous mysteries of Jesus’ life. We share the
same mysteries in our own lives. God will pour out His Holy Spirit upon you at Confirmation
but there are some of the Spirit’s gifts that you will discover only later as you experience
times of joy, sorrow, glory, and illumination in the days of your life to come.

In many ways you already have experienced some of this. You as a class have known more
sorrow than most. Together we have spent more than a fair share of our time together in
prayer at funerals. In the time that I have been at Epiphany you have lost several of your
classmates to death. A couple of you have lost parents. These are all people that you thought

cal would be with you at this moment. Such sadness has been a sorrowful mystery in your life,

yet I have seen how through it the Holy Spirit has gifted, comforted, strengthened, and
taught you.

e . .
Too quickly now my letter must come to an end when there is so much more to say. I know,

however, that the best I ever could do is to commend you to God. Through the Holy Spirit
He will continue to guide you into all things beautiful. Remain close to the Mass. Through
the Mass God will reveal Himself to you and He will reveal you to yourself.

e-mail to khowland@epiphanymn.ol T look forward to celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation with you. Thanks for your

Domestic Abuse Hotline
763.862.4362

Grief and L0s%63.862.4347

letters to me. You have been a blessing to this parish and we pray for you God’s best. Peace
in the Holy Spirit,

o e [l
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SpringFest 2010

SpringFest is only four weeks away! The annual
celebration will take place on May 21, 22 and 23.
Please join us for a weekend of family fun
including carnival rides, games, bingo, spaghetti
dinner, chicken dinner, silent auction, used book
sale, wine tasting and much morel!

Entertainment: The Johnny Holm Band will be
performing live Saturday evening from 7:00—10:30. Come listen to the most widely known
and traveled band in America! Other entertainment highlights include karaoke, Know the

Truth presentation, Life Teen Band and talent show. Talent show auditions are May 11 from
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. and May 13 from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Presale Goldstar Ride TicketsGet your ride tickets early this year and save money!
Parishioners will have the opportunity to purchase discounted ride tickets after Mass starting
next weekend. Tickets will be $10.00 for a pack of six. Only one ticket will be required per
ride when purchased in advance. Please note that tickets are non-refundable once purchased.

Raffle Tickets Raffle tickets will be available in the church foyer starting next weekend. Let’s
show Father Zehren we can meet his challenge by purchasing or selling the raffle tickets
assigned to us. Included in your tickets this year is a coupon for free admission on Saturday
evening. Also look for your SpringFest flyer with the schedule of events and weekend

highlights.

Volunteer Sigrnups: SpringFest requires the help of hundreds of volunteers. Sign-ups will
take place after Mass starting next weekend. Stop by for hospitality and check out the many
volunteer opportunities available to you and your family.

Donations Needed:All donations can be dropped off at the parish office. Please matk all
items with SpringFest and the specific area they are for.

Snack Cake WalkThe Epiphany Gitl Scouts are once again sponsoring the snack cake
walk. Please consider donating snack cakes such as ‘Little Debbie’ or ‘Hostess’
brands. Snack cakes will be collected at Epiphany school on May 7, 14, and 20. An ice
cream party will be given to the grade that collects the most snack cakes! The contest
will start on May 3.

Used Book SaleGather your used books, VHS tapes, DVD’s, CD’s and cassettes for
the book sale. If you have any questions please call Connie Hanna at 763.421.7944 or
612.810.8635.

Kids Games:This is a very fun and popular activity at SpringFest and every game played
is a winner! As many as 10,000 prizes are needed for this area. New prize donations
are heavily relied upon each year. Watch for seasonal and regular clearance items as
you shop. If your employer has marketing items (pencils, notepads, calculators, hats,
etc) we would be grateful for their donation! If you have any questions please contact
Susan at 763.433.0306.

Silent Auction: Donations are needed for the auction — new items only, please. The silent
auction will be open Saturday from 4:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. and Sunday 8:00 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. Winning items can be paid for and picked up from 2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. on
Sunday. A live auction will take place on the main outdoor stage at 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday for any items left unpaid or unclaimed.

Tuesdays
Charismatic Prayer Group
meets at 7 p.m. in room 6

Saturday, April 24
Volunteer Appreciation ev
following the 5:30 Mass

Sunday, April 25
First Communion Masses
8:45 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.

Monday, April 26
Confirmation Mass at
Epiphany with Bishop Lee
Piche, 7 p.m. main church

ent

at




Sacrament of Baptism

Infant baptisms are immedia
following the 12:15 Mass eac
Sunday. P#eaptism program

required (unless parents hav
attended the class within the
three years), and is held the
Saturday of each month, 10:
noon, in the hearth room, no
registration needed. Godpare
must be confirmed Catholic,

male and one female. Please
763.862.4335 with questions
do not have baptisms during
except in cases of emergenc

Sacrament of Penance
Following daily morning Mas
and prior to daily evening Ma
(5:15 to 5:45 p.m.) and
Saturdays, 9 to 10 a.m.

and 4to 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Marriage
Please visit our website for
information on getting marrie
Epiphany. To secure a date
start the preparation please
Libby at 763.862.4363.

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

ely

h Fundraising Garage Sale

S There will be a garage sale, April 28 through

€ the 30, 8 a.m. to 4 p-m. to benefit the St.

fﬁ]ohn Vianney College Seminary. The sale will

3¢ take place at 1873 13204 Ave NW in Coon
Rapids. You may drop off items for the sale

s April 26 and 27, between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

o1 Please no appliances, computers, TV’s or

» (exercise equipment. If you have questions

. ' please call 763.757.6467.

L Senior Housing Celebration Open House

"Epiphany Senior Housing is celebrating its
10® Anniversary at the Assisted Living and

s5€ 151 Anniversary at the Pines! Join us on May

S:2, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for an open house.
A complimentary brunch will be served at the
Pines dining room, dessert and entertainment
will be hosted at the Assisted Living, and
there will be a silent auction in the Hearth
Room. All funds from the silent auction will

d go to our resident rental assistance fund. We

ar look forward to seeing you there!

"3 ACCW Conference

The ACCW 78th Biennial Conference will be
held Thursday, May 6, at St. Patrick’s, Inver
Grove Heights. The theme for the day is

<

24 hours da||y in ChapeL comn “Moving Forward with Faith and ]oy.”

an hour, call 763.755.7706.

Daily Rosary

Monday through Friday, afte
8:00 a.m. and the 6 p.m. Ma
Saturday after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass, and %2 hour before the
5:30 p.m. Mass, Sunday %2 h
before all Masses, also at 3 §

Vocations
Pray for religious vocations &
those in formation from Epip
including: Randy Haney, Ma
Milless, Joah Ellis, Bryant Ur
Brandon Theisen, Elliot Huss
Kevin Kreiner, Sister Maria
Caritas, Sister Anna Maria of
Eucharist

Archbishop John Nienstedt will officiate at
Mass. Keynote speaker is Bishop Lee Piche.
Lay Woman award winners will be

Urecognized at the Liturgy that day and the six

>S commissions will present workshops. Cost

for the day is $30.00 which covers morning
refreshments and a lunch. Special offer:

) | purchase 5 reservations and get the 6th free.
To register call ACCW office @
051.291.4545 or email alliec@archspm.org

na

5

)
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Aaron Jurek Memorial Benefit

— M

On a late June evening the Jurek family and friends will be walking 18
miles in the "Out of the Darkness Walk" in Boston benefiting the
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) in loving memory of
our son, brother, and friend Aaron Jurek (9/2/94-11/22/09). Each walker
must raise $1000 to participate. To help raise these funds a benefit and
raffle will be held on May 8, from 4 to 9 p.m. at the VFW in Blaine on
109th Avenue and Hwy 65. Raffle tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20, and $10
at the door gets you pizza, pop and beer. We will also be holding a bake
sale and would welcome donated baked goods to be sold that day, with
donations dropped off between 2 and 4 p.m. at the VFW. Please help us reach our goal of
$10,000 in honor of Aaron! To purchase raffle tickets, please call 763.767.6078 or you may
also donate to the "Aaron Jurek Memorial Fund" at any Wells Fargo Bank. The family is so
grateful for your continued prayers and support during this most difficult time.

Caring at Epiphany

Lights, Camera, Action!

Are you interested in an evening of sheer
delight? Join us to see 150 of our talented

kindergarten through eighth grade students in

this year’s school production of | t 0 S
Roll Atrive early for a seat on May 7 and 8 at

St

7 p.m., to hear songs, see a jitterbug dance, and
enjoy another memorable performance. There

are no tickets to purchase, just a free will

offering.

The Delightful Sounds of Spring

One of the joys of spring is the fruit of the
year’s work in music classes. Join us for our
annual spring vocal concert on May 13, at

1 p.m. and 7 p.m., when our first, third, fifth,
and junior high choir students will entertain
you. Also, on May 17 our seventh and eighth
grade band students will be performing at

1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.. Come and hear sounds
of beautiful voices and instruments that our

students have come to perfect!

Attention Epiphany Moms

If you are looking for a play date for your kids,

home on maternity leave, or work part-time,

come to our next meeting. This is an excellent
way to meet other Epiphany moms. We meet

2nd and 4th Tuesdays from September
through May. We will meet again April 27,
10:00 a.m., at McDonald’s on Foley Blvd in
Coon Rapids. Questions about Queen of
Angels? Call Jen at 763.754.9896 or email
mrsjames3@yahoo.com to get on the list.

Parish Mission CDs

The parish gift center and parish office have
copies of the February mission with Fr.
Deegan. Sit back and relax while listening to
these great messages! Cost is §5 for 3 cds.
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Grow in Your Faith

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration

On May 31, 1953, Pope Pius XII wrote of
Eucharistic Adoration: "Those especially who
in the silent hours of the night are united to
the adoration of the Angels and offer to the
Lamb Who was slain (Apoc.V,12) the praise
and thanksgiving that are due to Him, draw
abundantly for themselves and for the whole
Church waters from the fountain of the
Lord." (Isaiah XII, 3) Adorers are needed for
the following holy hours: Sunday 11 p.m.,
Monday 3 p.m., Tuesday 2 a.m., 6 a.m.,
Thursday 2 a.m., 8 p.m., Friday 7 a.m.,
Saturday 6 a.m., 10 a.m., 4 p.m. Call
763.755.7706 to sign up for your special
hour with Jesus.

High School Mission Trip

All youth currently in grades 9-12 are invited
to participate in the 2010 high school mission
trip June 13-19. Join us as we provide service
to those in the downtown Minneapolis area.
Mission trips are powerful faith experiences,
and all current high school youth are
encouraged to prayerfully consider this
opportunity. Cost is §125. Permission forms
can be found online or outside the youth
room. Registrations are due May 7. Contact
Janine with questions: 763.862.4333 or
jricker@epiphanymn.org.

High Seas Adventure Coming to Epiphany!

Faith Formation Registration

Plan now for next fall and register your
children/teens for Faith Formation
programs. Registration materials are available
in the parish office and on the parish website.

Save money and register by June 30! Contact
Sue at 763.862.4331 or Katie at 763.862.4335.

Baccalaureate Service

The Church of the Epiphany invites our
graduating high school seniors to a
Baccalaureate Mass and reception beginning
with 5:30 Mass on Sunday, May 16.
Graduating seniors and their families are
invited to sit in the reserved pews at Mass. A
cake and punch reception will follow in the
cafeteria immediately after Mass. Please
contact Janine at 763.862.4333 or
jricker@epiphanymn.org if you have any
questions. We hope to see you therel

Family Summer Fun at Camp Lebanon
Fun awaits you at Camp Lebanon located
about 2 hours northwest of the Twin Cities.
Enjoy canoeing, swimming, boating, games,
morning prayer, rosary, Mass and much more
on a relaxed schedule that includes meals (no
cooking moml). Lodging is available for the
weekend of Thursday June 24 — Sunday June
27. For more information, contact Susan at
763.757.4842 or mike.suseb(@yahoo.com.

Vacation Bible School, has become a tradition at Epiphany. This year’s theme, High
Seas Expedition: Exploring the mighty love of God, will be a fun-filled week for
children ages four through those who have completed grade five. VBS is a faith
experience planned in the spirit of summer enjoyment and adventure. On
the High Seas Expedition, children participate in lively faith based music,
crafts, games, drama and cinema. Even the snacks will be tastefully
prepared to reinforce the Bible message of the day and will be served
from the Ship’s Galley! High Seas Expedition sets sail each day, June 21-
25 at 9 a.m. and returns to port at noon. Three hours of delightful, faith
filled learning. Registration materials are available at the school, the parish
office, faith formation classes and on the parish website, epiphanymn.org.
Deadline for registrations is Tuesday, June 1! Don’t delay registering — you might
“miss the boat.”

Many dedicated parish youth and adults will be volunteering during the High Seas Expedition
as Crew and Station Leaders. The combined efforts of faith formation staff and these great
volunteers will make VBS a memorable summer experience for Epiphany children. Wish you
could go on the VBS High Seas Expedition— Volunteers are always welcome! Check out the
parish website epiphanymn.org for volunteer forms, or call Mary J. Fritz, VBS Director,
763.862.4332 or email mfritz@epiphanymn.org. Start your summer with a lively faith
experience — join the children of Epiphany at VBS!

Financial Focus
200820009 Fiscal Year:
July 1, 2009 — June 30, 2010
Sunday Offertory: (Envelopes,
checks, auto withdrawal)

Needed each week for budget
........................................ $60,000

Actual Collections

Weekly collection for 4/18/10
........................................ $68,228

Year to date as of 4/18/10
................................... $2,468 487

Ovet/(Under) YID budget
................................... $(141,513)

Paul and Barnabas encountered botl

violent rejection and joyful ac
of the message that they pre
We, too, may meet with mixe
reactions when we use our g
service of God. But, the Gos
assures us, the reward for th
follow faithfully is eternal life

ceptanc
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d
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Baptism
Gabriella John Greer
daughter of Chris and Dominiqu

James Luke Greer
son of Christ and Dominique

Jacob Joseph Otte
son of Rocky and Christine

Corbin Dale Roth
son of Ferdinand and Angela

Landon Dale Simons
son of Thomas and Serina

Irelynn McKenna Vierzba
daughter of Ryan and Laura

Weddings

May 1, 2010
Kevin Dahl
and Brooke Shanahan

May 15, 2010

Michael Brandel and Anna Ta

W orship at Epiphany

Mass Schedule and Intentions Readings for the week of April 25

i Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/
Sunday, April 25, 2010 . Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:27-30
7:15 a.m. Fr. Dennis Backer, living
8:45am.  Bill Schroeder Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:1-10
10:30 a.m. Fortune Ibekwe Family, living Tuesday: Acts 11:19—26/Jn 10:22-30
12:15 p.m.  Gertrude VanDen Heuvel

Richard Witschen Wednesday:  Acts 12:24---13:5a/]n 12:44-50
5:30 p.m. Epiphany parishioners Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20
2?;’0”32’ Ap;'(') fﬂ%i%io Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6
8:00 a.m. Richard Cantril Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/]n 14:7-14
0:00 p.m. Don and Marci Sparks, living Next Sunday: Acts 14:21-27/Ry 21:1-5a/

Tuesday, April 27, 2010 Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35

6:30 a.m. Fr. Dennis Zehren, living
8:00 a.m. Alex and Regina Ratke
6:00 p.m. Roger Duemke
Wednesday, April 28, 2010

6:30 a.m. Liz Helm

8:00 a.m. Kate Erickson, living
6:00 p.m. Bonnie Hartse

Thursday, April 29, 2010

6:30 a.m. Liz Helm
8:00 a.m. Gerard Johnson, living
6:00 p.m. Leon and Antonia Pieles

Friday, April 30, 2010

6:30 a.m. Fr. Shane Campbell, living
8:00 a.m. Margaret Bourassa, living
6:00 p.m. Walter Stwora

Saturday, May 1, 2010

8:00 a.m. Leo and Hilda Stang

5:30 p.m. Roger Duemke

For Mass intentions please call Kathleen at 763.862.4347.

eflections on the Gospel

We can't approach the highly symbolic language of the Book of Revelation with logical thinking. If
we try to do so, we will falter, and miss out on the richness of the images that are presented to us. In
today's selection, John-not the writer of the fourth Gospel, but another John-sees a vast crowd. One
of the elders tells him that these are the ones who have survived the time of trial. This makes
eminent sense since Revelation was written at a time when the church was undergoing great
persecution from both the Jewish leaders who were expelling the Jewish followers of Jesus from the
synagogues, and from Roman officials who saw Christians as disruptive apostates since they did not
acknowledge the Roman gods. The ones who have survived "have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb" (7:14).

Here is where logic fails. Every laundry detergent bottle and stain-fighting additive will tell you that
you don't make something white by washing it in blood. But when we immerse ourselves in the
symbolism, we understand what the writer intends. Through the shedding of his blood on the cross,
the Lamb of God (Jesus) cleanses us from sin. Like the white garment given at baptism to symbolize
new life, those who have remained faithful during trial and persecution share in the victory of the
One who conquered sin and death.

The message for us today is that Christ has brought us into the fold, and that we are called to be
faithful no matter what may beset us in life. It is unlikely that any of us will face overt persecution
for what we believe. But we must also guard against the subtle denials of Christ that sometimes
creep into our daily lives. ©2010 Liturgical Publications Inc



