
from all over the Archdi-
ocese to hear confessions 
which lasted into the 
night.  On Wednesday 
we were led in greater 
understanding of the 
importance of worship at 
Mass and the meaning of 
the Eucharist.  The re-
sponse was to celebrate 
together Mass.  The au-
dio recordings of the 
presentations are availa-
ble at the parish website, 
www.epiphanymn.org 
under Faith Formation 
and adult education, 
parish mission.  The 
presentations can also be 
checked out at the lend-
ing library.   

By Jill Fink, Director of 
Faith Formation 

Fr. Mike Schmitz, chap-
lain at University of 
Minnesota Duluth filled 
the church on March 7, 8 
and 9 for the 3 Day Par-
ish Mission.  Each night 
Fr. Mike engaged the 
congregation in living 
out their Catholic faith 
with Bold Convic-
tion.  He challenged us 
with an engaging and 
passionate message on 
how we can live our faith 
in the current cul-
ture.   Monday night we 
were challenged to con-
sider the relationships 
that influence us and our 
call to discipleship.  A 
response at the end of 
the evening was a time 
of adoration with the 

Blessed Sacrament pre-
sent followed by Bene-
diction.  On Tuesday 
night we were led to look 

at the things that kill joy 
in our lives and invited 
to bring our sins to God 
in the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation.  The church 
was lined with priests 

This February, the Faith 

Formation family at 

Epiphany grew by 2 

precious  addi tions!  

Bernadette Gockowski 

and her husband David, 

welcomed a son, Leo 

David into the world on  

February 23.  Leo 

weighed 9lbs, 5 ounces.  

Bernadette is the Middle 

School  Youth Minister at 

Epiphany.  Doug Hennen 

has been filling in during 

Bernadette’s maternity 

leave. 

Eric Duffy, and his wife, 

Alison welcomed their 

third child, Chiara Joy on  

March 19.  Chiara 

weighed 8lbs, 6 ounces 

and was  welcomed by big 

sister Mae and big 

brother Myles.  Eric is the 

High School Youth 

Minister at Epiphany. 

Fr. Mike speaks on 
Bold Conviction. 
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Faith Formation grows! 
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Fr. Schmitz visits Epiphany 
at Parish Mission 
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F a i t h  
F o r m a t i o n  
i s  f o r  a l l  
a g e s !  

Our goal in "making 
Jesus Christ known 
and loved" is to assist 
adults, teens and 
children on their 
conversion and faith 
journey. We offer 
formal class sessions 
for children age 3 – 
h i g h  s c h o o l , 
prepa ra t ion f or 
B a p t i s m , 
Reconciliation, First 
E u c h a r i s t  a n d 
Confirmation. Our 
y o u t h  m i n i s t r y 
programs include 
open youth rooms, 
retreats, service, 
activities, mission 
trips, lock-ins, snow 
tubing, youth rally 
and peer ministry. 
During the summer 
our families enjoy a 
week of Vacation 
Bible School. We 
offer numerous adult 
f a i th  f orma t i on 
opportunities. Adults 
who wish to be 
confirmed or join our 
Catholic Church 
(RCIA) have special 
programs.  

http://www.epiphanymn.org
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“I found the  

experience to be 

very enjoyable.  

It was a warm 

group of people 

to discuss the 

faith while 

sharing 

personal 

thoughts and 

experiences.” —

Small group 

member 

Mark and Mimi 
Hapka and Don and 
Kendra Turner enjoy 
a little fun at the 
photobooth. 

Small Groups Big Results 

Date night celebrates love and 
laughter! 
Love and laughter was in 

the air at the February 13 

Celebration of Marriage 

Dinner Date Night. 80 

married couples of all ages 

came together to enjoy a 

social hour of appetizers 

and drinks followed by a 

delicious dinner which 

ended with a top-it-

yourself cheesecake bar.   

Immediately following the 

dinner, Father Dufner 

gave a very special blessing 

to Roland and Dawn 

Zettervall who had just 

renewed their wedding 

vows after 70 years of 

m a r r i a g e .   T h e i r 

commitment was inspiring 

to all in attendance.   

Father also offered a 

blessing to an engaged 

couple in attendance, and 

finished with a blessing on 

all the married couples.   

The whole crowd then 

moved into the gym to 

laugh the rest of the 

evening away through the 

talent and antics of 

ComedySportz Improv 

Theater whose comedians 

competed in comedy 

challenges against each 

other with the help of 

willing audience members.  

The next Married Couples 

Date Night will coincide 

with the Epiphany’s 

Springfest, when that 

Saturday, May 21 evening 

will find couples gathering 

in a reserved corner of the 

beer tent to socialize and 

receive a complimentary 

drink by RSVPing by May 

15 to Suzanne Lewis, 

M a r r i a g e  M i n i s t r y 

Coordinator. 

 

Most of the groups, 

which met both on-site 

and off Epiphany groups 

enjoyed, in particular, 

their priest visits, where 

they were able to get to 

kn o w  t he m mo re 

personally and ask them 

questions that remained.   

Small groups will begin 

again in the fall in a 

similar format and by 

accessing programs 

through the FORMED 

w e b s i t e  a t 

w w w . f o r m e d . o r g . 

However, rather than 

having one continuous 

20 session study, groups 

can expect to complete 

one 6-8 session prior to 

Christmas and those 

same groups or new 

groups will have an 

opportunity to begin a 

new study after the 

holidays, finishing in 

early spring.   

Contact Suzanne Lewis if 

you’d like to join a small 

group or lead one of  your 

own.  

This spring, 20  adult 

small  groups wil l 

conclude their regular 

meetings, where this 

year, they used the 

Augustine Institute’s 

“Symbolon” program to 

learn about their faith in 

20 sessions. Many 

members said that the 

study gave them a deeper 

understanding of their 

faith and they were able 

to  practice sharing it 

w i t h  o t h e r s  a n d 

benefitting from the 

group discussion.   

F o r m i n g  F a i t h  
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Confirmation Candidates Preparing 
The Sacrament for 
Confirmation is right 
around the corner and the 
High School Candidates 
are rounding the corner on 
what has been a year long 
process for preparation. 
C a n d i d a t e s  i n 
Confirmation have served, 
prayed, and grown deeper 
in holiness this year as 

they have discussed and 
processed the essential 
elements of the Catholic 
Faith. On Thursday May 
5th the Candidates, 
Sponsors, and their 
Families will travel down 
to the Cathedral of St. Paul 
where they will receive the 
grace of the Sacrament 
through the laying on 

hands and the anointing of oil. This Sacrament 
is incredibly powerful as their hearts will be 
enflamed by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Please pray for them as they finish the last few 
weeks of preparation. If you have an 8th 
grader, who is interested in beginning their 
preparation for Confirmation next school year 
in 9th grade, please contract Eric Duffy at 
eduffy@epiphanymn.org or 763-862-4333. 

who preferably are already 
their friends. These teens 
meet once a week or once 
every other week to discuss 
their faith, and grow in 
friendship. This is a great 
way to keep you and your 
friends accountable to the 
faith. Information will be 
emailed and mailed to all 

High School teens who are 
l o o kin g  t o  gro w in 
discipleship and who have 
already been Confirmed 
should consider joining High 
School Discipleship teams (D
-Teams). D-Teams meet on 
their own with an adult 
mentor of their choosing 
with other High School youth 

High School teens this 
summer with the goal of 
forming groups this fall. 
Contact Eric Duffy High 
School Youth Minister for 
mo re  in fo rma t io n  a t  
eduffy@epiphanymn.org or 
763-862-4333. 

c o mmu nit y  of  y oung 
Catholics. This April we 
headed on up to Onamia, MN 
for our 3rd annual CREDO 
retreat at Camp Onomia. Our 
49 Retreat teens and 11 
Adults spent the weekend 
reflecting upon the Holy 
Spirit and the part of the 
Nicene Creed that deals 
specifically with the 3rd 
person of the Holy Trinity. 
We played crazy games with 
scooters, shot nerf guns at 

toilet paper rolls, and 
most importantly, 
worshiped Christ in 
the Holy Eucharist in 
a powerful hour of 
Adoration. All of this 
we did in a spirit of 
lifted prayer through 
the Rosary, Liturgy of 
the Hours, and the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet.  

By Eric Duffy, High 
School Youth Minister. 

This whole year High School 
teens have been gathering in 
the Youth Room on 
Wednesday nights to break 
open the Gospel and discuss 
a particular aspect of 
Catholic life. This Spring 
Semester our topic has been 
MERCY! We have talked in 
depth about the Spiritual and 
Corporal works of Mercy, the 
Divine Mercy, and the Mercy 
of Christ on the Cross. We’ve 
laughed and prayed, and 
grew closer together as a 

An Incredible Year at E3:HS 
and the Huge Success of CREDO  

High School Discipleship Teams 

Having fun at the  
CREDO retreat 

Looking for a 

way to grow 

in discipleship 

after 

Confirmation?  

Consider         

D-teams! 

mailto:eduffy@epiphanymn.org
mailto:eduffy@epiphanymn.org
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Do you know 

how long the 

Easter season 

lasts?  Our 

preschoolers 

do! 

Hallway 
decorations 
focusing on the 
Year of Mercy 

Sunday School loves Palm Sunday 

Celebrating First Eucharist 

Family Faith focuses on Year of Mercy 
Family Faith has spent 

a couple lessons 

talking about Mercy 

and how we as 

Christians are to live 

out Mercy.  Classes on 

mo s t  W ed nes d ay 

nights gather together 

in the media center 

and have a 20-minute 

portion called Catholic 

Academy.  One lesson 

was about the Holy 

Doors: the history of 

them, and where they 

are located in every 

diocese.   

Another lesson was on 

D i v i n e  M e r c y .  

Children learned who 

St. Faustina and the  

painting of Jesus that 

she saw in a vision.  

The younger students 

learned what the red 

and blue beams signify 

that are coming from 

Jesus.  The older 

children learned how 

to recite the Chaplet of 

Divine Mercy. 

These lessons, along 

with others can be 

found outside of the 

Youth Room and are 

available for all 

families to continue 

learning together at 

home! 

By Kate Hendrickx, 

Children’s Ministry 

Coordinator 

where parents received 

short home lessons to 

teach their child about 

Jesus in the Eucharist. 

Activities focusing on 

the Last Supper, the 

words “consecration,”  

“transubstantiation”, 

and the steps on how 

to receive Holy Com-

munion were included. 

On April 16th and April 

23rd, the children re-

This spring was 

very busy as 80 

2nd grade chil-

dren, both in 

E p i p h a n y 

School and in 

Family Faith, 

prepared for 

their First Holy 

C o m m u n i o n .  

This began in 

J a n u a r y , 

ceived their First Holy 

Communion.  Many of 

their friends and family 

came to attend this beau-

tiful Mass and celebrate 

with their First Commu-

nicant.  Please pray for 

these children, that they 

may have a lifelong love 

for the Eucharist in the 

days to come.  

By Dana Butler, 

Sacramental Coordinator 

The rest of their time 

in Sunday School was 

focused on learning 

what happens each day 

of the Triduum.  They 

saw the Last Supper 

acted out with clay 

figures and opened 

Resurrection Eggs that 

told the story of the 

Passion of Jesus. 

The week after Easter 

they were excited to 

learn that Easter is not 

just one day, but a 

celebration over 50 

days!   

The last day of Sunday 

school will be May 15 

when we have our 

Pentecost Party.  

The preschoolers in 

Sunday School enjoyed 

their time in church on 

Palm Sunday as they 

were a part of the 

processional with the 

servers and priests, 

and were able to wave 

their palm branches as 

the congregation sang.  

F o r m i n g  F a i t h  

Eliana 
receives her 

first Holy 
Communion 



Easter Vigil welcomes new Catholics 
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The Easter Vigil had an added atmosphere of 
celebration this year as a record number 
received sacraments.  We welcomed 5 adults, 
13 youth and 6 younger children in the 
sacrament of Baptism as well as 37 adult and 
youth receiving the sacrament of 
Confirmation and Eucharist.  The RCIA 
program expanded to two sessions this year to 
accommodate the interest.  Our RCIC 
program was at a record high as Dana Butler 
worked with a team of catechists in the weekly 

program to prepare the children.  Jill Fink, 
Director of Faith Formation and RCIA notes that 
God is doing a great work calling forth more 
volunteers into ministry with both RCIA and 
RCIC programs in welcoming and journeying 
with those attracted to the catholic faith.  For 
more information on RCIA program contact Jill 
F i n k ,  a t  7 6 3 . 8 6 2 . 4 3 5 5  o r 
jfink@epiphanymn.org.  Information on RCIC 
program contact Dana at 763.862.4335 or 
dbutler@epiphanymn.org. 

 

 

24 Baptisms and 37 

sacraments of           

Confirmation were   

celebrated at the Easter 

Vigil! 

 

mailto:jfink@epiphanymn.org
mailto:dbutler@epiphanymn.org


 

April 
 9: Family Fun Night 
 13: E3:HS D-Night with Nate Reinhardt 
 24: Parent/Sponsor night for Confirmation Candidates 
 
May 
 1: Deadline for Steubenville Conference 
 1: E3:MS Family BBQ 
 5: Sacrament of Confirmation at the Cathedral of St. Paul, 7PM 
 14: Ultimate Athlete Camp 
 26: Deadline to register for VBS 
 
June 
 20-24: VBS 
 27-July 1: Extreme Faith Camp 
 
July 
 1: Extreme Faith Camp 
 6, 13, 20, 27: Summer Stretch 

 21-26: Steubenville Youth Conference  
 
August 
 3: Summer Strech 

1900 111th Avenue NW 
Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

Phone: 763-755-1020 
www.epiphanymn.org 

The Church of the 
Epiphany 

Upcoming Events 

Lighting the Way to Christ 

Summer Programming registrations are open! 

Forms for Vacation Bible School, Summer Stretch, 

Extreme Faith Camp, MCU, and Steubenville forms are 

available online or in the Youth Room. 

For more information, contact: 

 

Kate Hendrickx   VBS 

khendrickx@epiphanymn.org 

 

Bernadette Gockowski   Xtreme Faith Camp 

bgockowski@epiphanymn.org  Summer Stretch 

 

Eric Duffy    Steubenville 

eduffy@epiphanymn.org  

 

 


