
The Priesthood Series 

Article 10 – The Fatherhood of the Priest (Part 2) 

 

(Continuing last week’s article on the Fatherhood of the priest) 

 

What does a father do?  Let’s first look at natural fathers, then at Christ, and then at priests. 

 

A man “fathers” children and becomes their “father”.  He then has a responsibility toward these 

children.  A good father fulfills this responsibility by providing food for his children, guiding 

and teaching his children, and protecting his children from harm. 

 

This is exactly what Christ does for us.  He “fathers” children in that he gives them “new life”, 

“eternal life”.  And he often calls people “children” or “my son/daughter” in the Gospels.  He 

provides food for his children—a couple of times for their bodies, but always for their souls.  He 

guides and teaches his children.  And he protects his children from eternal harm. 

 

The priest too lives as a father.  He baptizes and administers the other sacraments, giving new 

life, eternal life.  He provides the greatest food, which is the Eucharist.  He guides and teaches 

like none other, for he teaches the Truth and guides the way to a good and holy life.  And he 

protects his children by laying down his life in service and spiritual protection for his children. 

 

God the Father is the “God of the living”.  That’s who God is—He gives life.  As God the Father 

is “father” of all creation, so Christ the Son is the father of a new humanity purchased by his 

blood.  And the priest is a father as he stands in the person of Christ. 

 

Human generation is not simply a human work, it is a work of God, who creates a new human 

soul at every conception.  A human father is an instrument of God the Father.  And a priest is an 

instrument, indeed a supernatural instrument, of the fatherhood of God. 

 

As Pope Pius XII wrote, “The priest, so far from losing the gift and duties of fatherhood, rather 

increases them immeasurably, for although he does not beget progeny for this passing life of 

earth, he begets children for that life which is heavenly and eternal.” 

 

“Most of us have seen the remarkable change that can come over a man who has just become a 

natural father, as his self-absorption gives way to a sense of responsibility and a beautiful desire 

to pour himself out for his wife and child.  Fatherhood draws a man out of himself, widens his 

heart to envelop his new child, and braces him for the daily sacrifices needed to support his 

family.  How many men do we know who toil away in thankless jobs, nourishing and sustaining 

themselves in their difficult work by gazing for a moment at a picture of their wife and children? 

 

“At one point in the gospels, we catch a glimpse of this in the life of Jesus himself.  The Lord 

takes his disciples away for a period of rest—some rest that perhaps he wanted as well—but 

upon stepping out of the boat they saw crowds waiting for them, looking harassed and helpless, 

like sheep without a shepherd.  Without another word, without hesitation, Jesus begins to heal, 

teach, and comfort (Mk 6:31-34).  This is the heart of our master, the generous heart of a father.” 

(The Charism of Priestly Celibacy, 121-2) 



 

It is a beautiful and humbling thing to spend time in the school and have 400 kids call me 

“father”.  It is also a beautiful and humbling thing for a grown, or even elderly, man or woman to 

come into my office or confessional and tell me how they have been hurt or let down by their 

biological father, and thankfully they know they can come and receive comfort and healing from 

their spiritual father.  Both of these are powerful experiences of fatherhood. 

 

Sometimes when discerning a vocation, a young man will say that he doesn’t want to be a priest 

because he wants to be a father.  If only he knew the gift of spiritual fatherhood.  I’m sure there 

is nothing like the incredible experience of holding your own biological child, but don’t 

underestimate the privileged experience that a priest has of being a spiritual father to thousands. 


