
The Priesthood Series 

Article 11 – The question of women and the priesthood (Part 1) 

 

Another question that is commonly asked about the priesthood is, “Can women be priests?”  In 

the next three articles I will address why the Church teaches that priestly ordination is reserved to 

men alone. 

 

Before giving reasons why the Church does not admit women to the priesthood, let me first make 

very clear that it is not because the Church thinks women are “less” than men in dignity, 

intellect, talent, etc.  No, God created Adam and Eve equal in dignity before Him and before 

each other.  But while equal in dignity, God gave them different roles.  A rejection of this would 

be a rejection of nature, a rejection of the feminine genius and masculine genius, of the gift that 

women and men bring to the world through their femininity and masculinity. 

 

To put it another way, if there is no difference between men and women, then neither men nor 

women bring anything special to this world; rather, if there is a difference, then woman’s great 

gift to the world is to be fully woman, not to try to be like men, and man’s gift is to be fully man. 

 

(Note: If you are not familiar with the Theology of the Body, please begin studying it.  It will 

transform the way you look at the world, faith, and especially the human body and sexuality.) 

 

If the priesthood were only a “job”, this would be irrelevant, but the priesthood is a Sacramental 

presence, that when the priest acts, Jesus Christ acts.  This is the fundamental difference between 

a Catholic understanding of priesthood and a Protestant understanding of a “minister”, where the 

person has a job of leading the people, but does not actually stand in the person of Jesus Christ 

himself.  This is why it isn’t even an argument to say that Catholics should change their teaching 

because Protestants can have women as ministers.  It is fundamentally different. 

 

In 1995, Pope John Paul II wrote an Apostolic Letter to the bishops of the Catholic Church on 

“Reserving priestly ordination to men alone”.  He wrote: 

 

“In order that all doubt may be removed regarding a matter of great importance, a matter which 

pertains to the Church’s divine constitution itself, in virtue of my ministry of confirming the 

brethren (cf. Lk 22:32) I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly 

ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church’s 

faithful.” 

 

And Pope Francis himself has confirmed this teaching when, on Sept 27, 2015, he was 

questioned about women’s ordination, he simply stated: “It cannot be done”. 

 

To be continued… 


