
The Priesthood Series 

Article 12 – The question of women and the priesthood (Part 2) 

 

(Continuing from last week) 

 

When trying to understand this teaching of the Church we first and foremost look to Christ 

himself.  The Lord chose 12 men to be his apostles and first priests.  This is the example Our 

Lord has given us, therefore we follow it. 

 

In this light, as Pope Pius XII stated, “The Church holds no power over ‘the substance of the 

sacraments’, that is, over anything which, according to the sources of revelation, the Lord 

intended to be kept as part of the sacramental sign.”  In other words, the Church does not have 

more authority than Christ himself has given her, and thus following his example, the Church has 

no power to ordain a woman as a priest. 

 

As the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith confirmed: “The Church, in fidelity to the 

example of the Lord, does not consider herself authorized to admit women to priestly 

ordination.”  This claim says nothing about the similarities or difference of men and women, it 

simply makes the point that the Church’s own authority is limited to that which Christ has 

entrusted to her.  We cannot simply make our own rules or sacraments. 

 

We also look to the person of Christ himself.  For, a priest stands in the person of Jesus Christ, 

and only a man can properly stand in the person of the “Son” of God.  A study of Pope John Paul 

II’s Theology of the Body is very helpful in this regard to understand the importance of Jesus 

becoming incarnate as a man, not as a woman.  Christ could only become incarnate as a man 

because of his being the “image of the Father”, his being the “Bridegroom of the Church”, and 

the way he initiates the gift of life giving love in us, the Church.  This teaching states that as the 

priest acts in persona Christi, (in the person of Christ), he does so specifically as the Bridegroom 

of the Church.  And only a man can assume the role of husband, thus only a male priest can stand 

in Sacramental representation of Christ the Bridegroom. 

 

As baptized Christians we are all equal, but equality does not mean we are identical.  The roles 

of men and women are distinct.  Distinct does not mean superior or inferior, it simply means 

different.  Just as a man and a woman are equal yet differ, both biologically and in their roles in 

the human family, so too they are equal yet differ spiritually and in their roles in the Church, 

which is the Family of God.  And as the CDF writes, “The priest is a sign [of Christ]…that must 

be perceptible and which the faithful must be able to recognize with ease.”  And in a man there is 

a natural resemblance between Christ and his minister that is recognized with ease, for Christ 

was and remains a man. 

 

The CDF also noted that the Church is a society, or “family”, that differs from all others, and the 

pastoral task is not comparable to such leadership functions as might be found in civil society, 

where women certainly may have similar leadership roles in government, business, etc. 

 

To be continued… 


