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(Continuing from last week) 

 

Another common objection says that the only reason Jesus didn’t have women as apostles is 

because it would not have been accepted in his time, and since he taught a message of tolerance 

and love he meant that one day women should be able to be priests.  This simply isn’t true.  First, 

the entire premise of the argument is relying on being able to read Jesus’ mind, that he in fact 

wanted women to be priests in the future.  But there is no evidence for that, and every theological 

argument points away from that (as stated in previous articles). 

 

Additionally, it simply is naive to say that Jesus didn’t make women his apostles because he was 

afraid they wouldn’t be accepted in that culture.  Because Jesus was constantly doing things that 

were shocking to his culture.  He touched the sick and sinners, he ate with tax collectors, he 

spoke with a Samaritan woman, he had very close friends who were women (and indeed they 

were more loyal to staying with Jesus at the cross than his apostles were!) 

 

And perhaps most significantly, as the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith stated: 

“Although the Blessed Virgin Mary surpassed in dignity and in excellence all the Apostles, 

nevertheless it was not to her but to them that the Lord entrusted the keys of the Kingdom of 

Heaven.” 

 

In short, what is most important, as with everything in the Church and the Sacraments, is the 

pattern set by Christ.  We can, and should, explore theological and practical reasons to 

understand our faith, but these are only an attempt to perceive the reasons that impelled Christ’s 

will and design for His Church. 

 

What is needed is not a Clericalization of women, but an authentic understanding of the 

complementarity of the sexes, and God’s design of woman and man and the gift they bring to the 

Church and the world.  For more information on this, see Mulieris dignitatem (an Apostolic 

Letter by Pope John Paul II on The Dignity of Women), also, Letter to Women (a Pastoral Letter 

by Pope John Paul II), and, the Theology of the Body. 

 

For more information on this topic of woman and the priesthood, I encourage reading the actual 

texts that have been published by the Vatican on this topic: 

1. Declaration on the Question of the Admission of Women to the Ministerial Priesthood –  by 

the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith: 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1976

1015_inter-insigniores_en.html 

2. Ordinatio Sacerdotalis – by Pope John Paul II – On reserving priestly ordination to men 

alone: https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1994/documents/hf_jp-

ii_apl_19940522_ordinatio-sacerdotalis.html 

3. Responsum ad Dubim – Concerning the teaching contained in Ordinatio Sacerdotalis – by 

the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith: 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19761015_inter-insigniores_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19761015_inter-insigniores_en.html
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http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1995

1028_dubium-ordinatio-sac_en.html 

4. Letter concerning the CDF reply regarding Ordinatio Sacerdotalis – by Joseph Cardinal 

Ratzinger: 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_1995

1028_commento-dubium-ordinatio-sac_en.html 
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