
Article 18 – Bishops 

 

In previous articles, we have discussed priests and deacons, now we need to look at the office of 

bishop, who governs the earthly Church on behalf of the Lord.  "Take care to do all things in 

harmony with God, with the bishop presiding in the place of God, and with the presbyters in the 

place of the council of the apostles, and with the deacons, who are most dear to me, entrusted 

with the business of Jesus Christ" (St. Ignatius of Antioch). 

 

The Second Vatican Council said that “A bishop marked with the fullness of the sacrament of 

Orders, is ‘the steward of the grace of the supreme priesthood,’ especially in the Eucharist” 

(Lumen Gentium, 26).  In other words, bishops have succeeded the apostles as shepherds of the 

Church. 

 

Soon after Christ ascended into heaven, the apostles recognized that they needed to appoint 

successors and helpers in the ministry, because the Church expanded geographically, and the 

apostles themselves were being martyred. 

 

St. Irenaeus (the successor of St. John the Apostle) testifies that the apostolic tradition is 

manifested and preserved through those who were appointed bishops by the apostles, and 

through their successors until the end of time.  The office of the apostles must be exercised 

without interruption by the sacred order of bishops, as was Christ’s intent. 

 

A bishop is ordained (or “consecrated”), similar to how a priest is ordained, through the laying 

on of hands by another bishop and the prayer of consecration.  “Among the principal duties of 

bishops the preaching of the Gospel occupies an eminent place. For bishops are preachers of the 

faith, who lead new disciples to Christ, and they are authentic teachers, that is, teachers 

endowed with the authority of Christ” (LG 25). 

 

Just as in the Gospel, St. Peter and the other apostles constitute one council of apostles, so in a 

similar way the Roman Pontiff (i.e. the Pope, the successor of Peter) and the bishops are joined 

together as one council of apostles in our own time. 

 

Every diocese is led by a bishop.  Every parish in a diocese, is united under the bishop, like 

parishioners are united under their pastor.  We often talk about our Church (such as Epiphany), 

as its own entity, but it can never be separated from our Archbishop, indeed, he is the “pastor” of 

the entire Archdiocese.  Thus, a parish is never in isolation from its bishop; it must always be 

united with him, functioning under his authority.  So also, a bishop must always remain in union 

with the Pope, who is the bishop of Rome. 

 

Christ promised that he would never leave his Church but would continue to be with us until the 

end of time.  He does this most visibly by continuing to govern and lead us through his apostles 

and their successors, the bishops. 


